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The Land's t Gu ll Hillwas originally the summer home of 

Charles Lothrop Th e house was built in 1904 and, after Mr. Higgins' 
Inn A Teadeath in 1926, was sold and re-opened as restaurant nd lateras a inn. 

The property known as Gull Hill is mentioned for the first time in t he 

last will and testament of CaptainJonathan Nickerson, a member of a prom-

inent fishing family. The hill, surrounding pastures and the seasi de property

are all assessed at$300.00 in the 1871 will . _ 

Charles Lothrop Higgins purchased Gull Hill mow Known as 22 Commercial 

Street in September of 1903 Houses dating from around 1800 as well as house

carried over from Long Point before the Civil War already lined Commersial
This isStreet Somehouses were also s cattered on Point Street hen called way

up along." Here one was indeed at the land's end since the road terminated 

at the Red Inn with a turnaround and a town landing. The rest was all tidal 

flats, marshes and grass farms

Charles Lothrop Higgins was born in Provincetown on April 9, 1863 the 

son of two very old Cape Cod families His father , Isaac Henry Higgins, was

a descenent of Richard Higgins, one of the f. 1rs lers. His 

mother, H! rriet Jye te, could trace her ancestry back Perrigrine Whitete, 

who had been born on the Vayflower in Provincetown Harbor in 1620

Isa ac Higgins was a shipbuilder oon after the demise of t he salt 

and fish industry in Provincetown moved his family toGloucester, Massachusetts

' They settled permanentlyGloucester, and Isaac Higgins continued his work 

as a shipbuilder. He was also a contract builder for the lifesavingboats 

(surf boats) that were used by the Coast Guard's early life saving stations. 

- . 
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Although he was Gloucester, Charles Lothrop Higgins Studied 

in the West Indies He was a world traveller and well-known lecturer, and 

lived in the fashionaole streets of Beacon Hill and Back Bay in Boston. 

He belonged to the oldest and most prestigious fraternity in Boston the 

Mason's St. Johns Lodge , and drove a Liberty car . At his death in 19?6 his 

small,household in a brownstone next to the Berkley Building on Boylston Street 

t wo blocks down from t he Publoc Garden. After Mr. Higgins' death the busines 

was sold for $2,500 and continued on as the C. Lothrop Higgins Millinery

Company until 1950

It was probably through his work with milliners that Mr . Higgins t became 

concerned with the emerging women's work force. He became a pioneer inthe 

concept of industrial education in the public schools, and was an active 

leader with the Y.M.C.A. This traditionof social involvement can perhaps 

be traced to Mr . Higgins' childhood; his mother had been active in assisting

the widows of fishermen , and the Gloucester Daily Times noted in her 1894

t hat her works of charity "shone pre-eminent . " 

When Mr. Higgiris built his bungalow it was considered unusual to build 

a residence set back so far and so high from the road . Th e tedious climb

for the owners , their guests , staff and anyone making deliveries was not 

alleviated until t he 1950's when a drive was paved tothe top

The des ign of the bungalow, constructed the same decade as t he Pilgrim

Monument can be told far more accurately by any of t he score of architecture 

observers who have studied t he house over the years . But the amateur

indulge by sitting in the origina l parlor by the fireplace, or by touring t he 

haunting tower room .

. The house seemed to lend itsel f to an early version of air conditioning. 





The main body of the house stilts this added elevation helped 

with cooling as did the shaded porches on the perimeter of the building. 

The porc hes seemed to i mita te the decks of a ship, affording than as now view

fro m every side of the house. WallyO'Donnellcan recall visiting the house 

boy . t h 20's d lk. around h th h T . d as a boy 1n . e _ s and wa 1ng aroun house on e porcheses es. _nsl e ne 

hous e t h ere were windows that rolled up and down into the woodwork to assist 

in cross-ventilation. There was also a large summer fireplace for any cold

wet days. 

In a dd ition to t he sta ined glassand nouveau chandelier that crowned the
. 1904 ' 

house, t here were two faucets of running water. As town records indicate, 

t hen a s no w water qua lity was a perpetual problem. 

In 1909 Mr.r. Higgins bought a large steep-roofed house that was situated

where t he present steps to t he inn commence He had alreadypurchased t h e 

beac h front bal ance to t he property known as Gull Hill. . After mov.ing 

t h is house down t h e street ( where it became known as the candy store") r: r. 

Higgins' view of t he beac h was uni mp eded. The house and t he beach front 

' pr operty had be en purchased for one dollar and other valuable considerati Jns 
as well hill

I t is int e resting t o note t hat the legacy of the Nickersons, t he origina \ 

owners of GullHill, continues to touch the hill and the inn every night. 

The town Hallbell, which still sounds out its hourly count, was donated to

t he town in 1886 J ohn F . Nickerson randson of CaptainNickerson. 
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residence, Reading High-

684. ISAAC HENRY8 (Andrew W alker7, Benja-
min6, Elkanah5, Ebenezer lchabod3, Benjamin2, Richard1), born 
March 16, 1838; died Jan. 9, 1909at Gloucester, Mass.; married 
July 25, 1859, Harriet Nye White, born March 8, 1836, at 
Provincetown, Mass.; died Feb. 15, 1894, at Gloucester, Mass.; 
daughter of Nicholas and Hepsibeth White of Provincetown. 

Isaac N. Higgins lived for years in Gloucester, Mass. He was 
the founder and president of the Higgins-Gifford Manufacturing 
Company, for many years one of the leading industries of 
Gloucester. He was active in church and Y. M. C. A. work, as 
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well as in the civic life of Gloucester. He wasa prominent leader 
in the Masonic Orderand in other societies of like nature. 

Children
I. Rhoda Nye, b. Dec. 12, 1860; d. Nov. 17, 1861. 

ii. Charles Lathrop, b. April9, 1863; residence, Boston, 
Mass.; unmarried. He has been a successful merchant 
and importer for the past thirty years. He is an active 
leader in Y. M. C. A. and civic work, and one of the 
pioneers in the field of industrial education, not only as a 
lecturer, but for a number of years one of the Advisory 
School Committee of the Trade Schools in Boston, of the 
Trade Shops Union Schools and Evening Schools for 
foreigners. An active member of numerous clubs and 
social organizations, he is perhaps better known to the 
public by his TraveTravelTalksand Lectures on Sicilyand 
Mediterranean Countries, illustrated by lantern slides of 
great artistic merit. He hasan artistic summer home in 
Provincetown, which for many years hasbeen a center for 
town and socialbetterment. 
111. Clara Elizabeth, b. Sept.101868; d. Nov. 9, 1868. 

Infantdaughter, b. and d. Nov. 25, 1870. 
v. Hattie Louise, June 17, 1873; d. Aug. 13, 1873. 

StephenWhitaker, b. March 24, 1875; d. Oct12, 1875. 
899A. vii. Elmer Asbury, b. March 29, 1879; married Myra 

Louise Goss. 

Uncle 685. ANDREW8 Higgins Walker1, Benjamin6, 

Elkanah5, EbenezerIchabod3,J3enjamin2, Richard1), 24, 
1842; died May 8, 1909; marriedJuly 2, 1868, Caroline Whitman 
Winsor, born Sept. 16 1848; daughter o£ Whitman Sanderson 
and Caroline BrownWinsor of Wellesley, ass. 

Andrew Higginsresided in Eastham an at Sandwich, Mass. 

Children
ElizabethLothrop, b. Aug. 24, 1870; married Aug. 16, 

1912 George Everett Burb nk; residence, Sandwich, Mass. 
children. 

/ . Caroline Louise, b. June 5, 1873; married July 11, 1906
Harris C. Lovell; residence, Osterville, Mass. Child: 
Robert Winsor Lovell, b. Nov. 301910. 

iii. Andrew Whitman, b. March 2, 1879; married Louise 
Wilbur. 

iv. Beulah Wadsworth, b. Sept. 18, 1881, at Eastham; 
married Feb. 19, 1916, Peter Larson Smith residence, 
Worcester, Mass. 
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who is to receive under no or wife of such person, should be witness to will. But 
person is net incompetent as a witness to will by the fact that he therein as executor. If the testator too feeble to sign 
the his be written for him by some other person his presence and by his direction." 
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Details ofCharels Lothrop Higgins
Suffolk Probate t 

/: 

Schedule of Personal Estate in Detail. 

Millinery business, located at 406 Boylston St,Boston, 
includ i ng merchandise , furniture, fixtures, e tc. 

2- checking account, old colony Tr. co. store balance
3 - checking account, old colony Tr. co. personal account 
4 cash on hand 
5 - Household furniture, furnishings bric-a-brac, plated 

silverware, etc., at Boston and Provincetown

6 - Miscellaneous jewelry 
78 Loan due from . Donald Flinchbaugh, interest

- Bills Receivable, millinery business, Boylston street
9 - 13 shrs. Polk CityMortgage & Finance Co. capital stock, 

Dolls. Cts . 

1994 
20 

1331 !00 

/' 

i 

Uncertain value
5 shrs. Jordan Marsh pfd. stock, 

11- 64 shrs. B.J. Baker & Inc., class A Non-voting
mon stock, Cert. No. 2169, $14 

12- 119 . shrs. Michigan Limestone & chemical pfd. stock, 
No. 3218 $23 

shrs. Connecticut Mills class common stock, 
2737 

. No. $1 
' 14- shrs. Connecticut Mills Co., Class A common stock

!-' voting trust cert No 45 
: 15- Boston Petroleum capital stock No value

•. st co. , c api No 
shrs. Nipissing Mines stock, 

No. @ 
18- 10 shrs. pfcl. 

Cert. No.20170 
19- Pneumatic stock, 

No. A10435 $3-7/8 

21-
shrs. Lake ,cert.No.B01097 $1-1/8 

Pere Co., 1st gold due 
July 1, 1956, with (July 1, 
1926 coupon 

472 

387 50 
56 25 

.85 



Number 
of Item. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

Number ., 
Iten1. 

27 . 

Date 

A -continued. 

Forwa rd 

Liberty 
of th sept. 15, 

Accrued interest on above bonds from Mar.15 
to Mar.23, 1926 (8days) 
1 u.s.Thi rd Liberty Loan coupon, due Mar.15, 
1926 

.... ,, .Cts. 
. 

17372 .85 

505 

2 1 2 
Liberty Loan, 

of 1933 - 1938, Apr. 15, 
1534 69 

Accrued interest on above bonds from 15, 
to Mar. 23, (5 8 days) 28 

Total 19443 22 

Schedule of Real Estate in Detail. 
Dolls. Cts. 

vacant lots of l and located on Freemont and 
Harvard Everett, 



L 

Number

1 

2 

3 

4 

!' 

[R. L. 2.] 

Schedule A. 

Amount of personal property, according to inventory, or . 
Balance of prior account, . 
Amounts received from income, _on sale of personal property 

over appraised and from other property, follows: 

sale of N:i.p issing. Ltd ., 
. stock , No . 

Gain sale of shs. Conne cticut Mills 
A common stock , Al 

shs. stock (not in cl . 
in Inventory) 

5 Receipts from of Millinery business 

6 

7 
8 

at at 
of sale of business on 15, 1926, after deduct -
ing all expenses such light, water, 
e t c., and in excess of Bil ls Receivable of 
a s per items treated 
in this 

Recei ve cl Inc., for r ent 
of 

on in Trust 
Re ce i 

price 
Barne s, due 

1923. 

of sa i d estate given by he r Will to 
C. Lot!::.ro:;::> ~:J.g:;ir:s (l:r!.S s . I r.h . tax of :;ji2 '75. 82 8 nd 
Mass . I nco:ne trc.!.Z of ~p3.30 due on 2ccount of tl~is 
le ga cy paid from M.J.WhiteheadEstate by Exors .) 

Dividends on stocks: 
4/12/ 26-

, . . . fd - c..:ll o . , p 
4/ 21/26 -
4/21/ 26 Ltd . 
5/ 6/26 - pfd . 
7/ 1 / 26 - pf d . 
7/ & Inc. 

., 7/ 9/26 Mtge . 
7/15/26 - Limestone 

Ltd . 
8/ 9/26 -

.10/ 16/2 6 -

19443 

12 32 

24 

3447 75 

185 

5734 41 

. 32 
52 

6 25 

7 

32 
52 
52 

7 
7 

.. 

5 \ 



1 



Number 
of Item Date 

... - - . -

Schedule A, continued 

Con t inued : 
i / 17/27 - Michigan Limestone 
1/ 9/27 -
4/16/27 

11 u .s.Liberty 
1 15 , 

15 15, 1926 
5 . 1 5 , 19 2 6 

2.12 
31.80 

12 Accrued of 2 mos. 28 en ?ere Marquette 
Ry . bond , 1956, 

1928 , at 
of 

TT 4-, -
1938 , of 

15 Proceeds sale va c ant located_ on Free -
mont Avenue, (Invent oried 
at 

1 6 Recei Humbol t for s lo -
t 

17 Received of 
Road , oc c u -

her , 14 - Nov. 1 , 1925 , and for stor-
Nov . 1, -

1926 , 

Dollars Cents 

52 
52 
52 

44 52 

12 22 

33 

l 615 ' oo 

32834 96 

-

( 
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Number 
of item Date 

Schedule 

18 Loss on shs . i c Co. , 

19 
20 

common stock 
Sept .l5 ,192G - Cj_t y of Bost on, persona l tax 
Oct. 7 , 1926 -City of Evere tt, t azes on Fr eomont Ave . 

and Harva rd Stree t land 
21 Oct.21, 1927- Collector Internal Revenue , deficiency , 

Income tnx for ye~r 1.925 
22 Apr. 2 , 19~~7 - Comr:1onvJeo. 1Lh Masr-;.'· chusc tts , Inhc r :Lt::..nco 

tax 
23 ~ewis $teuer & Co., for merchandise 
24 , Elmer A .. Higgins, services as Exe cutor 
25 Abbott ,D_ane ,,Buffum &. Sa nderson, l e gal services and 

services of Leon M. Abbott as Agent of Exe cutor 
26 Balance of 2.sscts of Estate tui'ned. ovcl"' to Elmer JL 

Hig~:Lns, sole lee;:;. tee , at :tnven·1:.. ··' v v ·.l. ltws , :l.nclud -
ing s tocks , e ns}; , f1.n• n :i.tu r o , :]ewcJ.ry , e·L; c. 

Dolbrs Cents 

7227 03 

74 00 
89 04 

1 57 26: 

28 ' 33 

., 

51? : 9~.) 
5 ,OC!J 

750 ·00· 

15oo .. oq~ 

22486 '32 
32834 96 
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Number 
ltem 

. -- ... .-.; 

l 

3 

4 
5 

Loss on sale 64 shs. B.J ,Inc., A 
non-voting stock, 2169 

Loss on sale shs. Kerr s, Ltd.. , 
Loss on Marquette Ry. Co., 1st mtge. 

57~ gold bond, dtw Jul.1,1956 
Loss on sale $500 U.S~Third Liberty Loan, 4t%, 1928 
Loss on sale $1500 U.s. Fourt:b_ Libert~! Loan, 4i5b, 1933 

Loss o:::-1 sale 5 si1s. Jordan riiarsh Co., 7% pf'd. stock 
Loss on s~le 50 shs. Connect~cut Mills Co., Class A, 

v.t.c. 
8 H.F.Winslow, r ent Apr. l - hl&y 15, 1926, of store lo-

cate~ &t 406 Boylston st.,Eoston, where millinery 
bu_siness ,:.r:.:"ls ~OllClLlCt8C~, .?.nd. ,~.Il!iC~l ·."lt: ... s sclci at ~h.e 

i nventory v~l~e on ~sy 15, 1926. 
9 Payments de bts contracted by decedent: 
9-A H.E.Tel. & Tel . Co. 
9-B Edison Elec. Ill. Co. 
9-C aoston Con solidated G2s Co . 
9-D Rhodes Brothers: groceries 
9 -E '.1 .?. HoC.1le r.~ ~ons J milk 
9 -F L. P. ClJ..dVl o:,t l1 , l-'~~..,c.f8 s ~_; i C·n :-;, J. s-::;rv j_ ce s 
~)-G C .SanCt;·lftll: f,~.D., 1 .. :co:-~essior..r:.l sel..,vices 
9-H Krem News Coupany , papers 

---9 --I 
9-J Bills for merch:o·.ndise for Millinery Business n~:ich 

10 
ll 
12 
13 
14 
15 

\'!ere rendcre c: before dece2.se 
Frederick L. Brif~Gs, Undertaker 
Schubert Qua rt et te 
Theodore S. Nic}-:erscn, monu,·-::ent 
Tovm ?ro':rin cet c':;::; , perpe tual c s. re cer.1eter:i lot 
H D 'Tlr, --:rl o,., -.;,,cv~ -,..,ce+o··;~' ( D',nf'ess; c-,.,, l "8 1 ' V j ce C') • • .L (....;_ .. J ...... .L. : ... - .L..l...; v ~ J.J .J.: - -- ...._ ...... .;. .. .... - ,_~ ,; ..... ~ -" .... , 

Services of '"'9P:'S.i8ers (3) 
16 Cash pP..id out for ru~:-.; er· stamp, cdv. cit··_ t ir- n, not ices, 

·a .l).thenJcic " ted c op i es ?ro bs.te record: certific·o. tc s, 
po~tage, etc., etc. 

17 Loss on s8.le 10 shs. Americ~!.n Pneur.;P..tic Serv:Lce Co. 
pfd. (inven~orie~ as lst pfd. by mista~e) 

For·:;ard 

2nd 

280 16 
7 83 

7 00 
69 

5 16 
2 70 

18 70 

1500 00 

10 06 
' 20 91 

,.. 96 () 

21 24 
5 40 

30 co 
25 co 

2 '18 
72 73 

3721 97 
406 Ob 

40 00 
300 0 0 
300 00 

28 00 
105 co 

45 0 9 
")_1]) 
. L .:... ) 

263 95 
~ ::: 

7227 03 





191 
you doing ? '~ 

I had ki,Q: ed my ack, who was sl 
of b..e((" on to the floor. Th . two fellows, if · th~y 
~t go there w &~ - time comes, at least they 
ought too."· 

LOSS OF WHALING BRIG ARDENT. 

The whaling brig Ardent sailed from this port for 
a cruise off the WesternIslands. She was manned 
bythe following personsmost of whom were citizens 
of thisplace captain, Samuel Soper; mateRicks
Smalley; crew, JohnSavageStephen Thomas
Stull, Jonah Gross Amos Nickerson Thomas K. 
Hudson Solomon Crowell Philip Rich, Cyrenius
Smally, Franklin Cartright Elisha Hopkins of 
Rhode Island John Austinof Boston. They met 
with good success and were on their passagehome, 
when they encountered a severe hurricane on Sep-
tember 28th, 1823 which hove the vessel down and
washed off Cashin Gross and Nickerson. The 
masts were carried away close to the deck, then the 
vessel righted, but was full of water, only a small 
portion of the after part being out of water, and 
there was where the remainder of the crew took re-
fuge. The cargo of oil barely keeping this part from 
being submerged, when the seawasrough it would 
break over it. Attempts were made to get into the 
cabin for provisions and water, but proved futile. 
occasionalrain squalls gave them, by wringing out 

J 

Amos was captainJonathan

Nickerson's
age



192 
their clothes, a few drops of brackish water, and
for food all they subsisted on was a few barnacles 
and occasionallya small fish was caught swimming
around being attracted by the wreck. oneafter 
anotherdied from starvationandexposureand drop
ped off the wreck. After twenty-six days of un-
told sufferingthere were onlyfive left, captain, mate, 
Hudson Rich and Cyrenius Smally. The British 
packet Lord Sudmouth, bound for FalmouthEng-
landsighted the wreck and took off the sufferers
who could not have lived but a short time longer. 
everythingwasdone fur the comfort of the wreck
ed men, butthe mate, Hicks Smalley died shortly
after they were taken from the wreck all(.l thelives 
of the remaining four were barely saved All of 
the crew are now dead the last survivor was the 
late Philip Hich, who died at an ad advancedage. He 
very rarelyalluded to the circumstance andwas not 
disposed to give many of the detailsof the disaster
It was alwayssupposedthat the last survivorwould 
tell the story, but Mr. Rich passed away without 
relatingit. A granddaughter, now residingin Mid-
dleboro, has for a middle namethe nameof the ship
thatrescued the survivors. 

. 
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THE PILGRIM monument IN construction

THE corner stone IN PLACE showingsteelbars used to reinforce the concrete

Higgins ~ was a memberof the
Cape CodPilgrim MemorialAssociation

1910

United States

Association A-11o 
Donations o 



planfnr the proposed Permanent Memorial, Commorating the first Landing nf the Pilgrims nn 
.American Soilat Provincetown, Nnu. 12, 1620 (Old Style). Designed by George Elmer Browne 

and approved by the Committee nn Plans. 

The present Town Hall is shown at the Extreme left nf the picture

u 
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The Saltworks of 
Falmouth 

The history of Falmouth is closely tied to the 
sea. At Falmouth's 200th anniversary celebra-
tion Captain T . H. Lawrence prefaced his his-
torical remarks with the comment that the 
men of the sea of Falmouth were eminent pro-
ducers and that they " screened" the sea for its 
products. For a good century following the 
American Revolution, Falmouth, along with 
the rest of Cape Cod, was screening even the 
sea water itself for its salt. This was a major 
industry which began with the encourage-
ment of Congress in 1776 and a bounty offer 
from the State Legislative Council of three 
shillings for each bushel of"merchantable" 
salt made from sea water alone and sold with-
in the state. Prior to this economic incentive, 
salt was obtained from the Caribbean and 
Southern Europe although local sea water 
was boiled down for domestic use. Local 
markets for salt developed in the early 19th 
century as Falmouth's interests in whaling and 
commercial fishing grew. As fishing went 
farther and farther afield, the need for salt to 
preserve the catches also grew. 

The price of a bushel of salt rose from 
about 50 cents to S8.oo during the Revolu-
tion. By 1812 the price had dropped slightly 
to $7 .oo and by I 829 a bushel of salt had fallen 
to $I .oo. With the discovery of salt deposits in 
Texas and Louisiana around 1850 a bushel of 
salt had dropped to 42 cents. During and after 
the Civil War, with the southern source inter-
rupted, the cost of salt again rose to 82 cents. 
The worth of a dollar in the early part of the 
19th century can be appreciated by noting a 
few statistics about Falmouth. In I 8oo the cost 
of operating Falmouth's schools was S400 per 
year; other town costs, with the exception of 
an $8o cost for upkeep of roads, were S900 
per year. The saltworks of the town produced 
from 24,000 to 35,000 bushels of salt per year. 
Clearly, salt was an important part of the 
economy. 

By 1830 there were forty-two different salt 
manufacturies between Woods Hole and Fal-
mouth Heights and as many as 440 separate 
salt works along the shores of Cape Cod and 
Buzzards Bay. C ol. E. H . Thompson, in a 
lecture delivered at the Falmouth Historical 
Society in 1928, noted that there had been as 

66 FALMOUTH VILLA GE 
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many as sixty windmills working on the 
shores of Falmouth at the height of the indus-
try. He recalled that, "In those days Deacon's 
Pond, now Falmouth Inner Harbor, was 
more marsh than water and more grass than 
marsh. I recollect the long tubes hollowed 
from logs which extended out to deep water 
through which the windmills pumped clear 
salt water to the long line of wooden vats on 
the east shore of Deacon's Pond. The vats 
had wooden covers on pivots which were 
rolled back when the sun shone. I recall dis-
tinctly the wonderful forms of the salt crystals 
in the vats." 

One explanation for the concentration of 
salt making on the Cape rather than at other 
parts of the coastline of the United States lies 
in the high salt content and purity of Cape 
Cod sea water and the absence of dilution 
from the effects of river runoff. The wooden 
covers remembered by Col. Thompson pre-
ve~ted rain from diluting the brine in the 
evaporating pans. According to Elijah Swift's 
Cash Book (1827-I841) it took 350 gallons 
of sea water to make one bushel of salt. 

The procedure for salt making consisted 
first of pumping up sea water to water 
'rooms' where the brine was left to concen-
trate for five weeks. After this period of con-
centration the liquid brine was allowed to 
flow down to 'pickle rooms' to crystallize. 
Then the partially crystallized salt was finally 
moved to 'salt rooms' for complete drying. 
The 'Bitter Water' remaining after the salt 
was extracted was used for making Epsom 
salts. Still another by-product was Glauber's 
salts used in glass making and in the softening 
of hides. Even the final residual water was still 
usable and provided a special cement for cor-
nices and filigree work. An encyclopaedic 
description is as follows : 

The (brine) is concentrated first to a specific 
gravity of 1.21 . At this stage suspended im-
purities (sand and clay) and the less soluble 
salts (calcium carbonate or chalk and calcium 
sulphate) are removed. The clear brine is now 
run successively into a series of crystallizing 
]Jans, u·sually three, where the salt is depo-
Sited. In the first pan the brine is concentrated 
to a specific gravity of I .25-here the best 
grade of salt is produced. At specific gravity 

of 1.26 a second grade of salt is obtained. In 
the third, at specific gravity of 1.275 the 
lowest grade is deposited. The final mother 
liquor, 'bitterns', is used in the manufacture of 
potash, bromine, Epsom salts, Glauber's salts, 
and magnesium chloride. The salt from the 
first pan was used locally as table salt, salt 
from the second pan was suitable for the 
chemical industry, while that from the third 
pan was used for pickling fish, refrigeration, 
and other purposes. 

Apparently, summer and fall were the ideal 
times for making salt when weather con-
ditions encouraged evaporation. However, 
these were times when the young able-bodied 
men would be at sea fishing. Consequently, 
the labor of tending the vats would fall on 
the elderly, with young boys earning small 
change by covering or uncovering the vats as 
required . This practice brought some unique 
problems. According to the Swift Cash Book, 
"While boys were put to work to slide covers 
over the vats when rain threatened to dilu~e 
the evaporate, they occasionally indulged in 
mischief-making by punching holes in the 
wooden pipes to see if they could create sea 
water fountains. To prevent this mischief a 
lone elderly guard would stand watch. One 
guard, noting that the boys would come from 
one direction and, when chased, would run 
away in the opposite direction, placed a well-
hidden rope strung out across their expected 
path. By pulling on the rope he was able to 
trip them up and pummel them." 

The decline of the salt industry in Fal-
mouth began when not only the demand for 
sea salt declined but the lumber required for 
maintaining and constructing the vats and 
their covers became scarce. In I 870 J. Davis 
took down the last active plant to make way 
for the erection of Tower House at Falmouth 
Heights. The windmills also disappeared. The 
lumber from the mills and salt bins was sold and 
used fo·r building purposes. It was said that 
salt works lumber was almost indestructible 
because of the 'curing' induced by the salt. 
Remains of hollow wooden logs used for 
pumping se~ water are to be seen today at 
Bradley House and the Falmouth Historical 
Society. 
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A Significant Example of Modern Architecture and Construction 
At the Tip of Cape Cod 

Excellence in every detail and an inspiring sense 
of spaciousness and exceptional beauty pervade this 
luxuriously appointed summer or year-round estate. 
Everything throughout has been carefully planned 
for maximum comfort, and the residence lends itself 
perfectly to either informal or lavish entertaining. It 
is without doubt one of the finest homes of contem-
porary design along the New England Coast. 

Custom-built and completed in 1957 under the 
direct supervision of Walter Gropius' associates, The 

Architects Collaborative, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
with interiors by Design Research, Inc., it is difficult 
to conceive of a dwelling better equipped for present 
day living. Scrupulously maintained throughout, the 
estate includes in addition to the residence a modern 
4-room year-round Colonial cottage with 4-car garage, 
a 6-room Gate House with 2-car garage and furnace 
room, and a heated 25' x 50' deluxe swimming pool 
with cabanas. The property enjoys welcome privacy 
and seclusion amid its 4 Y2 acres of professionally 
landscaped grounds. 

Mrs. Carl Murchison, 2 Commercial St., Provincetown, Mass. Tel. Provincetown 13 3. 

PROPERTY : 2 Commercial St., Provincetown, Barnstable County, Mass. 



Planned for air and sunshine, the massive Thermo-
pane windows flood the entire living area with light, 
commanding sweeping views of nearby ocean, bay, 
and sand dunes in three directions - just about as 
far as one can get on the Atlantic without being on 
an island. 

The two-level house and the plan of the main 
family rooms suggests the Japanese influence - in 
fact, a Japanese temple was used. as a basic motif. The 
site of the house on the crest of a hilltop gives direct 
access to the outdoors from each floor. Principal rooms 
are on the upper level to take advantage of the sea-
side views. The lower level contains guest accommo-
dations, as well as functional and service rooms. 

All furniture is imported Scandinavian except for 
the large custom-built tables, sofa and cabinets. Major 
rooms are banded with a lighting frieze of vertical 
walnut strips and plastic placed below the clerestory 
windows. This decorative motif is used throughout: 
for the stairs, a panel over the fireplace, on the shoji 

screens, and for the entrance. Interior finishes are 
planned for ease of upkeep, with walls of teak, walnut, 
and brick. Apart from the slate and carpeted-floored 
living areas, flooring consists of cork in the kitchen, 
ceramic tile in the baths, and vinyl tile in the rooms 
on lower level. The house is well insulated: double 
glass is used throughout, and batt insulation is used 
in exterior walls and roof. The exterior sun shades 
are cypress. 

Terraces around the residence are made of terrazzo 
for the dancing area, with scored concrete around the 
pool. Walks are cut bluestone, washed gravel, or pre-
cast concrete slab. A high, 1/4 inch plate glass fence 
serves as a wind screen along the east side, while pre-
serving the maximum view. 

The entire property is superlative in every way, 
combining enviable sedusion, beautiful location, un-
excelled recreational advantages, and a superbly built 
residence that embodies all the best in modern archi-
tecture and appointments. 

TABLE OF FACTS 
LOCATION: Provincetown, Barnstable County, Mass. Within 

a short walk of shopping area and P. 0. Year-round scheduled 
service to Boston from local airport, only 3 miles from resi-
dence. Also frequent air service from Hyannis Airport. 35 
miles to Boston and New York. Buzzards Bay, 50 miles; 
Boston, approx. 135 miles over new limited access highways. 

GROUNDS : APPROX. 4\12 ACRES with several hundred feet 
frontage along the road; adjoining the original site of the 
Pilgrims' landing. Winding 600' long macadam driveway 
leads up to main residence situated on a high tree-srudded 
knoll overlooking water in 3 directions. About 2 acres pro-
fessionally landscaped, including yew and red cedar hedges, 
ink tree bushes, flower beds and borders, flowering shrubs and 
evergreens, including many Japanese black pine. Trim lawn 
edges driveway and outbuildings, with several walks through 
grounds. The setting combines privacy and seclusion, and en-
joys wide views of Provincetown Harbor, bay, and ocean, as 
well as nearby sand dunes. There is an automatic underground 
lawn sprinkler system. Filtered and heated 25'x50' swimming 
pool with concrete terrace and cabana. 

RESIDENCE: 9 ROOMS ( 4 master bedrooms, 5 baths, help's 
quarters in cottage). 2-level Contemporary, built in 1957. In 
perfect condition inside and out. Constructed of special Ohio 
brick, glass, and cypress with overhanging sheathed facia 
around house. One of the "20 Best Houses" featured in the 
Mid-May 1959 Architectural Record. House has built-in radio 
and hi-fi system to all rooms and pool. Ultra modern baths. 
Custom-made Thermopane and casement windows; slate floors; 
full insulation; 4-way complete air-conditioning. Oil hot-
water heating unit with recessed radiators with forced circula-
tion. Town water, with water softener and purifier. PS elec-
tricity, plus auxiliary electric generator plant. 

FIRST FLOOR: Wide Entrance Hall leading to spacious LIVING 
ROOM with fireplace - Italian Breccia marble extending 
around chimney and marble hearth. DINING ROOM with 
custom-built walnut cabinet with Formica front. Additional 
matching cabinet in living room contains the installations for 

AM, FM, high fidelity, tape recording, and connects to loud-
speakers throughout the house ·and the grounds. A custom-
made, built-in TV is included in the living room. There is 
also a large built-in bookcase along the 50' wall berween 
dining room and living room. Both rooms open onto a wide 
L-shaped GALLERY with slate tile floor and breakfast area. 
Streamline KITCHEN with sitting and dining areas, sound-
proof walls and ceiling. The kitchen suite extends for 40' and 
contains a beautifully designed Bath Room and many service 
cabinets. There is also a stainless steel electric dumbwaiter for 
service from the lower level. White Formica is used extensively 
in the kitchen and in other service rooms. Good-sized Utility 
Room. 2 master BEDROOMS, each with private Bath. 1 Bath 
contains a shower alcove as well as tub; the other, a large · 
shower alcove only. 

LOWER LEVEL: Wide Hall, as well as long narrow Hallway. 
Leading directly into the hallway is a 2-car, heated garage with 
radio-controlled doors. Guest BEDROOM, Bath. BEDROOM or 
Study with Bath. Stora~;e Room or DEN. Laundry. 2 Storage 
Rooms - one a 500-cu.ft. cold storage room for furs and 
woolens. Large furnace room with air-conditioning units. All 
mechanical equipment is isolated from rest of house for sound 
deadening. Floor in furnace room floats free from the walls to 
prevent noise transferal. 

COTTAGE-GARAGE: Detached, for 4 cars. Has over-head 
electric-controlled doors, own heating unit, and work shop. 
In the wing there are 4 ROOMS comprising LIVING ROOM, 2 
BEDROOMS, Bath, and KITCHEN with dining nook. Has own 
oil heating system. 

GATE HOUSE: 6 Rooms (unfinished) . First floor has 3 rooms, 
furnace room, and 2-car garage. Second floor has 3 rooms. 
Own oil heating system. Building now used for storage. Easily 
converted to separate apartment. 

CABANA at swimming pool. Has 2 bath houses, 2 lavatories, 
laundry, and furnace to heat water for showers. COOLING 
TOWER for air-conditioning in rear. 

CUT ON THIS LINE 

TAXES: Approx. $6,634 

MORTGAGE : Free and Clear 
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View over ~ate House from Residence 

OFFERED AT $325,000 

Fully Furnished and Equipped, 
except for few personal items. 

PREVIEWS LISTING No. 51540 
Offering is subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change or withdrawal without notice, and approval of purchaser by owner. 

Standard commission to selling broker .. 



Entrance Detail 

Residence from Entrance 

View from Lower Driveway 

No. 51540 
6110. 

Caban(l Side of Swimming Pool 

Attached Garage 

Gate H ouse·11t Main Entrance 
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ABOUT PROVINCETOWN 

Thorwald Ericson buried in Provincetown 
Mayflower Pilgrims visit for 47 days 
First settler s house built 

Town incorporated. Settlers request 
-t-c v-1 n Meeting~ E. s -r~ ow s t1ESb AS (;::; 
Bradford Street built -o~""' 

tt SH \ltNC. ., 
Long Point Light built I 831 ,J'"4 
78 Salt Works in Provincetown 
Three plank sidewalk installed way-up-along 

60 children enrolled in Long Point school 

2 houses remain on Long Point 

I t 

1865 
f~ 

Provincetown issues Bfl d sgj~g their ownAmoney 

1868 Erection of East Harbor dike 

1873 First train arrives 

1873 Wood End Light built 

1884 82 gas street lights installed 

1888 
~o-B~5 

w Rks 
1 alt 1 remains D n 0 J:" t 
45o C..tT•z.C).l} u~€' CJ.t'( UJ'-t~ 

1896 Wood End Lifesaving Station built 

1904 
1908-9 

Electricity arrives IC\08 $ 1(l.a"1'S AfJ..e NPt+1Ne'O 
The Pilgrim Memori:T:Monument erected 

191 0 Commercial Street at Gull Hill excavated 

191 0 Streets are still watered daily 

1 911 West End Breakwater built ,. 
I 1~1! Commercial Street, and Bradford Street Connected 
ftt 7 PI LGP-..• M Aa PLA D ~ t- 1920 Provincetown Inn built 

1926 Buclaer family purchases Higgins' bungalow 

1955 Jules Norman and Harold Lague purchase Land's End Inn 

1972 David Schoolman purchases Land's End Inn 





"All is fish that comth to net. " 
-Heywood. 
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Fishing Vessels owned * By 
CaptianNickerson\ o ANd Family 
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Lands End Inn
. .. 

DAILY .R.OQ_MRATES 

Single Double Efficiency 
Rooms Room's Apartments 

Memorial Day 
Weekend thru 
Labor Day Weekend $20-$45 $27-$50 $40-$45 

Spring and Fall $18-$39 $24-$45 $35-$40 

Winter $15-$30 $19-$35 $25-$30 

Special rates are available for weekly or monthly visits. 

Rates for rooms other than single rooms are based on an occu-
pancy of two. There is a charge of $5 a day for each additional 
person accommodated . 

For advance reservations over holiday weekends and during 
summer season, miminum stays are requested . For Memorial 
Day Weekend and other long weekends, three day minimums 
are requested . During summer season seven day minimum stays 
are requested. 

DIRECTIONS TO LAND'S END INN : 
Approach Provincetown on Route 6. Turn left at 3rd exit at 
blinking light onto Shank Painter Road . Continue to Bradford 
Street and turn right. Follow Bradford Street .4 mile to Dairy • 
Queen on left . Turn left just beyond Dairy Queen parking lot 
onto West Vine. Follow to Commercial Street and turn right . 
Continue on Commercial Street four houses past municipal 
parking lot to Point Street (on right - note dead end sign). 
Turn into Point Street, go to dead end, and follow Land's 
End arrow up driveway. 

REFER TO MAP ON BROCHURE. 
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1934 

Schooners drying sails. This photo may have been taken in the 1860's . 

. . .. .,: 
Cape-tip Shaver Uses.'~ 
.rh.r.ee -Blades, Daily~A:~~ 

PROVINCETOWN, April~ 1
would be .. 

. 'fered a razor blade short-' 
age ever affect this area. : . 
. ·.Wallace ,O'Donnell, a: member . 
of the crew of the dragger Wal~ 
laG,e and Roy, requires three safe-
ty razor blades for each . shave-
and he shaves orice a . day: l!is 
whisker~~ he· explains, have . been 
toughened by -salt water. 

Before deciding on: razor blades 
as a solution to his shaving prob-
lem, Wallace disabled,. 10 electric 

,i'.shav$rs;"' using each one for one 
bshave. . ,., 
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