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SELECTMEN’S RE PORT. 
The Selectmen of Provincetown herewith present to  the 

town the following statement of the expenditures for the finan- 
cial year ending December 31st, 1881. I n  administering the 
affairs of the town we have, in all cases endeavored to confine 
the disbursements to the lowest possible amount consistent 
with the requirements of the welfare of the town’s people. 
We ask your careful consideration of a l l  t h e  matters pre- 
sented, feeling sure that they will meet with the approval o f  
the liberal minded citizens of Provincetown. 

TOWN LANDINGS, 
On February 19th, 1881, Messrs. B. F. Hutchinson, Atkins 

Nickerson and Henry Cook were appointed a committee to 
regulate the boundary lines according to the records of the 
town, they have not yet finished the work assigned to them, 
and ask for further time. 

EAST HARBOR CAUSEWAYl 
Agreeable to a vote of the town passed at the last annual 

meeting we made a demand against the town of Truro. Upon 
their refusal to pay the claim, we commenced a suit against 
it, which was tried at the last term of the Court. The Judge 
has not yet rendered a decision in the case, the witness fees 
were all paid at  the time ; the attorney’s fees have not been 
settled, as we have awaited the final accounting. 

WATCH AND POLICE, 
By a vote of the Town passed February 15th, 1881. the 

Selectmen were instructed to appoint a Temperance Com- 
mittee for the year ending February, 1882. On t h e  day 
following the annual meeting such a committee were appoint- 
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ed and in trying to carry out the wishes of the town as we 
believe them to be in the cause of temperance ; we have act- 
ed under the advice and counsel of this committee; we 
have tried to do our duty conscientiously and have met 
many obstacles from some citizens, who respect neither the 
votes of the town or its laws. We will make no further 
comments but leave it with the people to judge for them- 
selves. By an act passed March 3d, 1881, you will be called 
upon at the annual meeting to vote yes or no, to license the 
sale of intoxicating liquors in this town, and we trust the 
matter will receive your earnest attention. 

We recommend for Watch and Police an appropriation of 
$300. 

DISCOUNT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES, 
We would recommend for your consideration in this de- 

partment that instead of selling the collection of taxes at auc- 
tion, the town determine by a vote the compensation it will 
allow for the same, and that the Collector be elected the same 
as other town officers 

We would recommend for this department an appropria- 
tion of $950. 

INCIDENTAL EXPENSES, 
Under the acts of 1869, Chapter 218, Section 3, the town 

is obliged to elect, annually, a committee of three to set out 
pines, bushes or grass, whenever it is deemed necessary for 
the preservation of the highways. This law, as now enforced, 
remains obsolete. We recommend that the compensation of 
the Beach Grass Committee be fixed in like manner to con- 
form with the law governing Fence Viewers. The $48.10 
expended for the Garfield Memorial was for cloth used on this. 
occasion, a part of which was given to poor persons, and the 
remainder carried to the Alms-House. 

We recommend for this department an appropriation of 
$2200. 
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SUPPORT OF THE POOR, 
There has been paid out i n  this department the past year 

for support of the Poor, $4,508.66. 
Towns and Persons, $843.29 ; making the net amount paid 

Cash received from 

out for support of the Poor, $3,665.37. 
We refer you to the report of the Overseers of the Poor' 

for further details of this department. 

REPAIRS, PAINTING ALMS-HOUSE, AND NEW STOVE, 
The deficiency in this department of $117.81 was caused 

by additional repairs needed and unknown when we sub- 
mitted to you our annual report of last year. 

TOWN HILL AND FENCE, 
Quite extensive repairs were made on the fence of the 

Hill during the past year, and the inmates of the Alms-house 
cleared off the brush and whitewashed the fence, making the 
general appearance better and more in harmony with the 
town property in other parts of the town. The iron fence 
on the front is broken in many places and needs repairs 
We think that this Hill should, with its fences, be kept in 
good repair, and a large appropriation made to make it pleas- 
a n t  a n  agreeable, both to strangers visiting our town and 
to our, own towns people. 

We recommend tin appropriation of $100. 

INTEREST ON DEMAND LOANS, 
Our interest account is growing perceptibly less each year, 

and we find ourselves in the healthiest financial condition pas- 
sible. With all the great benefits derived from being in pos- 
session of the improvements of modern times, we feel that 
nothing is wanting but the revival of the fishing business to 
place our town in  the front rank of the State. 

We recommend for this department an appropriation of 
$450 ; for State and County Taxes, $3000 ; for Abatement of 
Taxes, $300 ; for the Army and Navy Association, f o r  Me- 
morial Services, $50. 

CEM ETERY RE PAI RS, 
The fences around the Cemeteries have received much need- 

ed repairs, and some parts have been painted. The old 
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Hearse House ha6 been moved, giving a better appearance to 
thegrounds. 

We recommend for this department an appropriation of 
$50. 

NEW SCHOOL HOUSE LOAN, 
Theamount of outstandingliabilities of theNew School House 

Loan is $8,500; the interest on the same to January le t ,  

We recommend there be appropriated for interest, $425 ; 
for reduction of the debt, $1,000 : making a total appropria- 
tion of $1,425. 

INSURANCE ON NEW SCHOOL HOUSE, 

1883, will be $425. 

The insurance on the new High and Grammar School House 
If you should conclude to re-insure expires Feb. 17th 1882. 

it will need an appropriation of $70. 
.FIRE DEPARTMENT, 

This department is in good condition. Good officers and 
good men. A full report is made by the Engineers. 

RAILROAD LOAN AND INTEREST, 
A full report is given elsewhere by the Commissioners. 

ROADS AND WALKS, 
There has been expended in this department (less sale of 

old planks), $1,790.49, showing a deficiency of $290.49: The 
amount due immediately after the annual meeting for cleaning 
snow from the walks, ($102), has uot been paid, and in mak- 
ing the appropriation for the year, this amount should be taken 
into consideration. The streets of the town are many of them 
named without consideration or authority. We would recom- 
mend that a committee be appointed to name the streets, with 
authority to put up signs for the same. For details of this 
department we refer you to the report of the Road Surveyor. 

The report of the Trustees of the Public Library ; also the 
committee on the new High and Grammar School building 
and the Board of Health will be found elsewhere. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
The money appropriated for the Public Schools, School 

Incidentals, Boys Winter School and School House Repairs 
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pended under the direction of the School Committee and 

therefore make no comments under this head, but leave 
explanations and recommendations for the coming year to 

report. We would however recommend that the 
cial Year of the Schools end December 31st of each 
the same as other departments and an appropriation be 
accordingly. 

e amount of demand loans against the town January lst, 
, is $5,648, of the taxes of 1880 and 1881, there only re- 

due the town the sum of $1,694. With a good balance 
treasury there will be needed a small loan for the schools 
ire Department in anticipation of taxes. 

DEMAND LOANS, 

\ 

STATE LOANS, 
It is gratifying to note that the whole amount paid out by 

our town for aid during the year 1880 has been paid to the 
Treasurer, and our disbursements for the same in 1841 ap- 
proved at the State House. 

CLAIMS, 
has been presented to the town by Mr. Joseph A. 
d February 27th, 1877, for the hire on 90 chairs 

he School in the Othodox vestry amounting to $65, 
being kept in repair 45 months, and 83 out of 90 As no one at present seems to be responsible for 

this claim, we lay it before you believing there is something 
due Mr. West and that he should not suffer a loss at  the ex- 
pense of the town. We have no doubt his account will be 
favorably considered by you. 

THE SUNDAY LAW, 
W e  desire again to call your attention to this question, and 

ask that some action be taken so that the officers of the town 
may know your wishes. If yon wish for Sunday: excursi ns to 
land here and perambulate your town ; if you wish for tores 

up their places of business on Sabbath evenings for men to 
congregate there in direct opposition to the laws of the Com- 
monwealth. We hope you will instruct the Selectmen of your 
town so that they may know how to act in enforcing the laws 
of the Commonwealth. 

to be open for the sale of goods ; if you wish for men to light 
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CONCLUSION, 
In closing the report of 1881 we will briefly refer to the 

events of the year. On the 2d of July James A. Garfield, the 
President of these United States, was shot with a pistol ball, 
fired by an assassin named Guiteau When the news went 
forth, “The President is shot I” a tremor of strange emtion 
was felt all over the land. Day by day during the long and 
and weary summer of his sickness, men everywhere learned 
patience and courage and heroism of him ; were taught the 
simplicity and grandeur of a truly great life; shared his 
agony ; prayed-for his recovery ; and, as they rose each day, 
to gather new hope and assurance said one to another : 

Surely this great man 
Hath borne his faculties eo meek, hath been 
So clear in  his great office, that his virtues 
Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued, against 
The deep damnation of his taking off. 

On the 19th of September the President died. Cities and 
towns alike were plunged in mourning even foreign countries, 
through their representatives, paying homage to the dead 
Chieftain of our country. It is true that James A. Garfield 
no longer lives, the great man we loved so well has passed 
from earth ; hie life is ended ; his record in made up, may we 
do what we can to emulate his example of devotion to every 
duty and thus show we have not forgotten his teaching. 

I n  our town many of our elderly people (the landmarks of 
the town) have passed away, many will recollect that some 
of these have served the town as officers during the early 
days of its existence. 

The year that has just closed has been one of prosperity to 
our town, and the financial condition of the same warrants us 
in saying that the future of Provincetown is encouraging. 
While we are all striving both for our own and the town’s 
interest financially, does not this interest demand that we 
should give some attention to our young men that are grow- 
ing up to take the places of those that have gone? 

C. H. DYER, 
MARSHALL L. ADAMS, 
B. O. GROSS, 

Selectmen of Provincetown. 

C. 31, 1881. 
VALUATION MAY let,  1881. 

$897,718 00 
776,665 00 

$1,674,273 00 

1218 
$2 00 

15 80 
9,350 00 

116,600 00 
43,800 00 

76 
34 

908 
923 

$28,889 882 51 

Appropriations. 

$300.00 

3,60000 
450 00 
350 00 
25 00 
450 00 

3,000 00 
300 00 
50 00 
76 00 

1,526 19 
75 00 

2,300 00 
1,500 00 
3,000.00 

300.00 
100 00 

300 00 
300 00 
276 00 
563 32 

$28,889 51 
1,847 97 

amount Of collectors warrant lor 1881, $50,737 48 

2,200 

hool house fence and erecting front fence. 
7,050 00 



Feb. 15th 1881, 
$300 00 To appropriation, 

$300 00 

1881. 
Jan. 31st By payments, $ 3 25 

22 88 
10 88 
43 00 
3 25 Aug. 27, “ 
26 60 Nov. 26, “ 
91 88 Dec. 31, “ 

By balance in the Treasury, 98 26 

$300 00 

“ 
Feb. 26th, “ ‘ 
March 29, “ “ 

April SO, “ “ 
“ 

“ 

Feb. 15th 1881, 
To appropriation, $800 00 

March 8th, Interest taxes, 
1877, 10 05 

Dec. 31st, interest taxes, 1880, 9 18 
$819 23 

Dec. 31st, 1881, 

By collection of taxes, 
By balance in the treasury, 

By discount on taxes, $528 06 
268 95 

22 22 

$819 23 

Garfield Memorial, 48 10 

li uor cases, 36 00 

Barnstable 39 70 

H. P. Earriman, services in 

liquor Witness fees, suits at, 

Doane & Greenough regis- 
Hiram J. Snow, teaming, 2 00 
M. L. Adams, expenses to 

Boat on, 10 80' 
Russell Atkins, Jr., care of 

Jail, 15 00 
Russell Atkins, Jr., glass 

and setting. 60 
Services of Reach Grass 

committee, (1881) 15 00 
J. P. Johnson, services as 

State Agent, 30 00 
Dyer & Smith, printing, 2 86 
B. F. Hutchiuson, legal advice 50 00 

" expenses to Boston 14 00 
A. L. Putnam & Co., 
stationery, 8 92 

J. A. West, fixtures, 3 50 
N. T. Freeman, printing 10 30 
James Engles, fixtures, 3 30 
Wright & Potter, 1 check 

book, 6 50 
J. Whitcomb, returns of 

deaths, 19 75 
Edward Marston, crying, 1 00 
Jonah G. Small, fixtures, 1 00 
Seth Smith, services, treas., 250 08 

age , 13 61 

tration book 2 9 0  

" postage & express- 

tion, $2,200 00 
‘ 10, Cash for books, 4 31 

May 1, Licenses, 21 00 
June 25, ‘ 7 00 

ance, $ h 00 

Boston, 10 75 
M. L. Adams expenses to 

1 note book, 100 

Ward & Gay, account books and stationery 33 00 



temporary aid, 14 80 
“ “ est. Mary Francis, 6 00 
“ " city of Salem, 10 75 
“ “ Com. of Mass., 22 00 
“ “ deficiency, 65 37 

$4958 66 $4958 66 

Feb. 15, To appropriation, $350 00 
117 81 c. 31, To deficiency, 

$467 81 

1881. 
May 28, By payments, 
June SO, “ 
July 30, “ 
Aug. 13, “ 

$122 24 
70 05 
170 65 
104 87 

$467 81 

$2,240 31 

recording, &c , 15 00 

Jonah G. Small, janitor's fees 12 00 
Balance in Treasury, Dec. 31, 1881, 61 42 

Selectmen's services, 400 00 

$2,240 31 

Dec 31, To deficiency, 10 71 

$35 71 

9 70 
2 50 
1 53 

$35 71 

Aug. 27, “ Nov. 26, “ 

Dec. 31, “ 

1881. 
Jan. 8, To cash for insane 

Jan. 8, To cash town of Dennis, 
Feb. 15, To appropriation, 

persons, $ 135 26 4 39 
3,600 00 

wood, 60 00 

person, 54 45 

for “ “ “ 

salaries, 450 00 
Feb. 26. To fines for cutting 

Mar. 26, To cash for rent, 
April 5. “ “ insane 

11 25 

1881. 
Jan. 31, By payments, $563 88 205 39 

335 25 
478 91 
321 32 
298 61 
479 33 
174 97 
300 25 
560 72 
344 72 
445 31 

“ Feb. 26, “ 
Mar. 31, “ 

Apr. 30, “ 

May 28, “ 

Aug. 27, “ 
Sept. 24, “ 

Oct. 29, “ 
Nov. 26, “ 

June, 25, “ 

July 30, “ 

1881 
15, To appropriation, $450 00 

1881. 
Feb. 28, By payments, 
Mar. 1, “ 
Apr. 9, “ 

May 28, “ 
July 30, “ 

Sept. 3, “ 

Oct. 11, 
Nov. 1, “ 

Dec. 31, 

$27 50 
3 00 
60 00 
60 00 
157 16 
53 98 

41 06 
2 65 

“ 

“ 

“ Bal. in treasury, 



1881. 
Feb. 15, To ap ropriation, $300 00 
Dec. 31, To appropriation additional taxes, 27 62 

“ Deficiency, 18 

$346 20 

15 
NEW School HOUSE Loan Cr. 

To interest to date, 518 14 1882. 
Jan. 1, By amt. of out- 

standing Liabilities, 8500 00 

$10,018 14 

Cr. 

$10,018 14 
Insurance, NEW School House. 

Cr. Fire Department. 

$2452 00 $2452 00. 
ended for Fire Department, 

Railroad Loan and Interest 

Cr. Roads and Walks. 

1881. 
Mar. 8, By payments, $125 62 

20 60 “ 31, 
58 July SO, “ 15 80 

26 07 Oct. 29, 
Nov. 12, “ 8 69 
Dec. 31, “ 141 52 

$346 20 

“ 

Aug.27, “ 7 90 
“ 

1881. 
Feb. 15, To appropriation, $75 00 

$75 00 

1881. 
May 28, By payments, $ 75 

74 04 J u l y  30, 21 
Dec. 31, Bal. in  treasury, 

$75 00 

“ 

1881. 
Feb. 15, To ap propriation $1526 19 
May 16, First Nat’l Bank, 8OOO 00 

$9526 19 

1881. 
May 17, By Boston Safe 

July SO, By payments, 
Dec. 31, 

Deposit and Trust Co., $8200 00 
1044 86 
273 28 

“ Bal. in treasury. 8 05 

$9,526 19 

“ 



1881. 
Jan. 4, To Dog tax, 1879 $ 81 77 
Jan. 18, “ 
Feb. 15, To appropriation, 300 00 

“ 1879 1880 86 

$468 62 

17 
2083 24 

Bal. in treasury, 2022 04 

Nov. 26, “ “ 

Dec. 31, 8 87 

$9494 33 $9494 33 

“ 

Amount expended for Schools, $7,472 29 
School-House REPAIRS. Cr. 

1881. 
$6 50 

July SO, “ 3 70 
Aug. 31, “ 39 26 
Oct. 29, “ 1 25 
Nov. 26, “ 17 35 

74 66 Dec. 31, “ 

ury , 157 29 

15, To appropriation, $300 00 Mar. 31, By payments, 

“ Ballance in  treas- 

$300 00' $300 00 
nt expended for School-House Repairs, $142 72 

School Incidentals. Cr. 
1881. 

riation, $300 00 March 1, By payments, $ 9 10 
“ 31, “ 99 00 

July 30, “ 26 00 sessed by Assess- 
or8 and collected, 29 58 Aug. 27, “ 24 90 

24 50 
Oct. 29. “ 94 23 
Nov. 19, “ 24 00 

$694 21 $694 21 

364 63 Sept. 24, “ 

Dec. 31, “ 393 48 

nt expended for School Incidentals, $694 21 

BOP'S WINTER School. Cr. 
1881. 

reas’y $293 50 Feb. 26, By payments, $225 00 
iation, 275 00 Mar. 15, “ 25 00 

Dec. 31, “ 26 75 
By bal. in treas’y, 291 75 

$568 50 $568 50 

DEMAND Loans. Cr. 

“ 

nt expended for Boy’s Winter School $276 75 

July 23, By payments, $2,600 00 
2,500 00 
1,000 00 

3,000 00 Oct. 11, “ 1,500 00 

“ 

$5,400 00 Aug. 6. “ 

500 Aug. Sept. 3, “ 1,000 00 

1881. 
Mar. SO, By payments, 

85 Apr. 30, 
June 25, 
July SO, 
Aug. 6, 
Sept. 24, 
Dec. 31, 

$ 11 50 
“ 76 50 
“ 36 00 
“ 22 50 
“ 168 62 
“ 41 50 
“ 85 35 

“ Bal. i n  treasury, 26 65 

$468 62 

Aug. 13. “ 32 
Dec. 31,. “ 19 02 

Dec. 31, To cash rec'd for 
1 case small pox, $37 78 

“ To deficiency, ‘75 55 

$113 33 

Mar. 29, By payments, 
Apr. 19, 
June 25, 

Dec. 31, 

$12 50 
“ 3 50 
“ 4 45 

“ 100 
“ 90 63 

$113 33 

Aug. 27, “ 125 
Oct. 29, 

“ “ appro Mass. School 
fund, 238 00 

“ 2268 03 Mar. 31, 
“ 193 23 
“ 50 00 

Apr. 30, 
May. 30, 
June 30, “ 2040 50 

“ 29 14 July 31, 



Apr. 30, To loans, 2,500 00 

June 25, “ 2,700 00 
May 28, “ 1,448 00 

Dec. 7, 700 00 

.31, To Book taxes 

$30, 797 33 

CR. REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 

i n  the treasury Jan. 

113 33 

74 79 

$53,905 22 

$5,648 00 
291 75 

$7,961 79 

2,022 04 

Liabilities OF THE TOWN. 

Nov. 26, By payments, 1,000 00 

ing liabilities, 5,648 00 

Dec. 31, “ 1,000 00 
“ By bal. outstand- 

1881. 
Dec. 15, To cash from Corn. 

$332 00 of Mass 
Dec. 31, Bal. due from Corn. 336 00 

1881. 
Jan. 1, By amt. due from 

Commonwealth, $332 00 
28 00 Jan. 29, By payments, 

Feb. 26, “ 28 00 
Mar 26, “ 28 00 
Apr. 30. “ 28 00 

28 00 Mar 28. “ 

$668 00 

Nov. 26, “ 28 00 
Dec. 31 “ 28 00 

$668 00 

1881. 
Jan. 1, To bal. taxes due, $1,390 54 

$1,390 54 

1881. 
$465 00 Jan. 27, By cash, 

Feb. 28, “ 335 45 

annual meeting, 21 18 
245 00 

July 9, “ 177 00 

$1,390 54 

“ “ Abatements at 

Mar. 31, By cash, 

Dec. 10, “ 146 91 

“ “ Non-resident 
bank tax, 1,847 97 

Dec. 31, To Additional 
taxes col- 
Iected, 27. 62 

Nov. 26, “ 3,139 00 
Dec. 31, “ 7,323 84 

“ Discount of taxed, 528 06 
" Collect’n “ 268 96 
“ Bal. of taxes due, 1,694 00 
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ASSETS. 

Due from the State for State aid, 1880, $ 336 00 
“ “ “ “ Poor, 63 06 

Tares of 1881 not collected, 1,694 00 
Cash in the Treasury, December 31, 1881 2,308 07 
Liabilities, not including New School House and 

3,560 66 Railroad Loans, December 31, 1881, 

$7,961 79 

and Railroad Loans $5,789 21 
Dec. 31,1880, Liabilities not including New School House 

Dec. 31 1881, Liabilities not including New School Rouse 

Decreased the past year, $2,228 55 

Total outstanding obligations of the town l o  date are: 
Jan. 1, 1882, Railroad Loan, $18,000 00 
Interest on the same Jan. 1, 1882, 375 00 
New School House loan, 8,500 00 
Demand loans, 5,648 00 
Interest on the same Jan. 1,1882, 125 96 

$32,648 96 
Amount of outstanding obligations Jan. 1, 1882: 
Loans, $32,648 96 
Due to Schools, 2,313 76 

$34,962 75 

$30,561 62 

and Railroad Loans, 3,569 66. 

Less Cash Assets, (see town liabilities), 4,401 13 

Total net obligations of the town Jan. 1, 1882, 

Respectfully submitted, 

SETH SMITH, TOWN TREASURER. 

The Committee appointed to audit the accounts of the town 
has attended to  hie duty and would report that he has made 
a careful and critical examination of the accounts on the 
Town’s books and finds them correct. 

The citizen’s of Provincetown may well be congratulated 
upon the fact that their! municipal affairs have been so care- 
fully and acurately kept during the year last past, and upon 
the general order and system apparent in the conduct of the 

er, duly indorsed, was found 

$53,905 22 

$51,597 15 
A. L. Putnam Auditor. 
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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT. 
BIRTHS 

Number of births registered in 1881, 110. 
females, 59. Both parents American, 40 
Both parents foreign, 

American mother and foreign father, 

MARRIAGES, 

Males 51; 

57 

8 
American father and foreign mother, 5 '  

110 

38 
35 Number of intentions of marriages issued in 1881, 

Number of marriages registered in 1881, 13 Both parties Americans, 15 Both parties foreign, 2 
American groom and foreign bride, 5 Foreign groom and American bride, 35 

Oldest person married was 50 years old ; the youngest was 
16 years old.. Number of persons-first marriage, 56 ; second 
marriage, 14 ; total 70. Number of couples, 35. 

DEATHS, 
Number of deaths in 1881, 80. .Less than in 1880, 8. 

AGES.-under 1 year, males 12, females 11, total 23 ; from 
1 to 5, males 3, females 2, total 5 ; from 5 to 10, mules 0, 
females 2,  total 2 ; from 10 to 20, males 1. females 1, total 
2 ; from 20 to 30, males 4, females 2, total 6 ; from 30 to 40, 
males 5 ,  females 3, total 8 ; from 40 to 50, males 1, females 
4, total 5 ; from 50 to 60, males 3, females 1, total 4 ; from 
60 to 70, males 6, females 5 ,  total 11 ; from 70 to 80, males 
1, females 4, total, 5 ; from 80 to 90, males 3, females 4, 
total 7,; over 90, males 2, females 0, total 2. 

The place of their nativity, Provincetown. 4 7  ; other places 
in the United States 17 ; Foreign, 16 ; total, 80. 

Number of dogs licensed i n  Provincetown i n  1881, 49 
DOG LICENSES, 

Paid County Treasurer, $100 02 

SETH SMITH, Town Clerk. 

T OFOVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 
mitting the report of aid given in this department, 
say that, although business has been somewhat 
last year, the effects of it have reached but few 

t have received aid. Provisions and fuel have ad- 
nsiderably over last year's prices. Sickness and 
have had largely in excess of other years. Several 
es have applied and received aid which have no 

upport. Under the provisions of Chapter 
we think the poor will increase instead of 

TRAMPS, 
to tramps, which took effect May 1, 1880,; 
to almost effectually relieve u s  of their' 

THE ALMSHOUSE, 
of this institution have moved on so smoothly 

usly for t h e  past year, that we have no sturt- 
to record, and no novel suggestions to make.  

ple whose annals are brief,” Happy the 
on. all of whose machinery is so well adapted 

as to secure the desired result without undue fric- 
oise The overseers recognize that they are ap- 

inister H very delicate trust. Their conviction 
fully done prompts them to invite the most 

iny upon all their doings. The inmates of the 
ve been carefully rind kindly treated rind cared 
as comfortable ns they well could be They are 

and many of their rooms are 'so situated 
be put in them; when not i n  the sitting- 

o walk through cold halls and retire to cold 
e could he heated either by steam or a 

d greatly to their comfort. The Alms- 
continues under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Cobb who 



Salary of Superintendent, $312 00 
Groceries and provisions, 780 06 

127 85 
Clothing and bedding, 55 10 
Fuel and lights, 

25 
20 
14 
19 
4 
3 

house December 31, 1881, 

age 77 years age 65 years Bickerson, Mary S. 
35 “ Nickerson Newcomb George W. 
52 “ Ryder, Hannah 
73 “ Smith, James P. 

51 “ 
80 “ 

8 “ 

32 “ Reuben A. 

SUPPORT OF THE POOR OUT OF THE ALMSHOUSE, 

House furniture and fixtures $33 88 
Medical attendance, 82 15 
Burial expenses, 21 62 
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Sweeney Silver Edw., and fam., $9 53 William, Marion and fam., $31 51 Silver, lla and family, 11 17 State Pau ers. 85 53 
Terry, Geo. E., & fam. poor of other towns reim- 

Dennis, 72 92 bursed to the town, 42 95 
Vaccinating 3 children, 75 Temporary to the aid reimbursed to t e tom., 16 80 
Wareham, Sall , wid., 21 08 Insane persons reimbursed 12 to the town, 350 26 
Valentine, Mary, & fam., 

Welch, Sally Michael family, 10 33 
Walls, Mrs. Patrick, Boston, 4 Annual 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 
The Board of Health begs leave to report that its labors 

during the year have been less than upon the year preceed- 
ing, most of its work being caused by complaints of the 
accumulating of filth in and about privies, pigsties, etc., most 
of which could have been readily avoided, if householders 
had been sufficiently watchful of their own and their families' 
health and comfort. 

emptying and cleansing vaults is during the cold season, and 
they should he attended to often enough to prevent fault 
finding by neighbors or town officials, for their own sakes as 
well ns for those living in their immediate vicinity and the 
community at large. It is now well known that certain dis- 
cases are due to filth, arid that in order to preserve the good 
health of a town, measures must be taken to make it clean 
and keep it cleanly. This cannot be done unless citizens act 

committee of the whole, and each one sees that his own 
e and premises are in order. At  the time of the threat- 

utbreak of small-pox in the spring of '81, the Board 
the vaccination of school children and the re-vaccination 

This was complied with in a large number of in- 
the town is uot sufficiently protected against an 
this loathsome disease which in some parts of the 

as recently spread with great fatality and we now 
sire to impress upon the parents the great importance of 

to this matter. I n  this connection we desire to call 
to the situation and condition of the pest house, 

der it totally unfit for the occupancy of sick or well. 
I-pox appear, other quarters will have to be pro- 

d for the patients. While the town has been remarkably 
nate in being visited by no serious epidemic and there 

We would remind the citizens that the proper time for 
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have been but a few isolated cases of diptheria, typhoid 
fever, etc., we would strongly advise the people to use every 
caution against the occurance and spread of disease, not 
allowing our past immunity to render us carless regarding any 
of the laws of cleanliness and health. 

DAVID S. KELLY, 
B. A. LEWIS, 
J. M. CROCKER. 

Board of Health. 

RT OF THE ROAD SURVEYOR. 

annual report for 

$1500 00 
39 50 

'290 49 

$1829 99 
$ 2 00 

2 50 
3 80 
2 90 

34 40 
1 50 

30 00 
2 50 
1 50 
1 10 
1 50 
51 75 
1 30 
1 50 

55 20 
40 00 
10 00 

3 45 

11 70 
13 20 
3 95 
2 00.  

11 40 

1 10 
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Paid A. T. Williams, wharfage, $6 00 
George W. Ellis, labor, 5 60 
J. L. Youn labor, 5 87 
Harvey A. Cook, 1 30 

F. T. Doggett, clay, 8 40 
Henry T. Dyer, labor, 1 30 

2 90 
Mark G. Smith, labor, 1 30 
H. A. Jennings, labor, 1 60 

Alexander Gayland, labor, 30 00 

19 30 
Joseph Bickers, labor, 6 75 

H. H. Watson, 1 25 
E. N. Sumner, labor, 7 70 
Joseph Frellick, labor, 7 40 
John M. Carnes, labor and sods, 12 30 
George Allen, lumber, etc., 38 24 
Joseph Whitcomb, stone, 3 63 
James Fuller, labor, 10 25 
Lombard Rich, labor, 5 10 
Solomon Bangs, sods, 8 37 
Ryder & Young, labor, 6 84 
James Pratt, labor, 2 00 
Michael Bradshaw, shells, 80 
Owners schr. Samuel Ober, clay, 250 25 
Rufus Williams, crying and sods, 20 02 
Frank A, Cook, labor, 4 47 
Reuben Freeman, labor, 1 80 
N. C. Brooks, labor, 6 37 
Peter Bennett, labor, 4 45 
A. Taylor, labor, 6 32 
David Conwell, labor and wharfage, 11 30 
Caleb Franzen, labor, 5 65 
J. E. & G. Bowley, labor and wharfage, 29 10 

J. B. Dyer, labor, 12 30 
Barney Turner, labor, 7 15 

7 95 

James H. Carr, labor, 60 

George P. Stull, labor, 

Walter Conners, labor, 1 35 

Richard Barnett, labor, 11 10 
Jared Hill, labor and sods, 

E. Turner, labor, 3 0 0  

James Carr, labor, 10 37 

Josiah G. Wharf, labor, 

$12 60 

17 60 
7 00 
30 00 
15 90 
560 85 

4 05 
21 12 

6 45 
231 35 

2 37 

16 00 

$1829 99 

JOHN M. GRAHAM, 

Road Surveyor. 
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FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF SINKING FUND. 

The undersigned herewith respectfully submit their Annual 

Coupons maturing Feb. lst, and Aug. lst, also Town Bonds 
NO'S. 5 and 6 due Aug. ls t ,  were promptly paid and canceled. 

Treasurer’s statement for the year ending Dec. 31, 1881 : 

RECEIPTS, 

Report. 

From Town, amount appropriated at annual meet- 
ing, $3,000 00 

DISBIRSEMENTS. 
Feb. 1, 6 mos., interest $20,000 Loan, $500 00 
Aug. 1, 6 mos., interest $20,000 Loan, 500 00 

$1,000, each falling due 
“ 1, Redeemed bonds Nos. 5 and 6 

this day, 2,000 00 

$3,000 00 
Outstanding obligations of the town, balance of Railroad 

debt to date : 
MUNICIPAL LOAN, 

Five per-cent bonds, due Aug. 1, 1882, $2,000 00 
“ 1883, 2,000 00 

“ “ 1884, 2,000 00 
“ 1885, 2,000 00 

“ n “ 1886, 2,000 00 
“ “ “ 1887, 2,000 00 

“ 1888, 2,000 00 
“ “ “ 1889, 2,000 00 

“ 1890, 2,000 00 

“ “ 

“ 

“ “ 

“ “ 

“ “ 

“ ” 
“ n 
“ “ 

“ “ “ 

“ “ 

“ 

“ “ “ ” 

$18,000 00 

33 
mmissioners respectfully ask the following appro- 

$2,000 00 

$2,900 00 

oming due Aug. 1, 1882, 
5 per cent. Municipal loan, $18,000, 900 00 

pectfully submitted, 
ATKINS NICKERSON, 
J. D. Hilliard, 
GEO. 0. KNOWLES, 

Sinking Fund Commissioners. 
town, Dec. 31, 1881. 



R E P O R T .  

OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
For the year ending Dec. 31, ,1881, 

Balance of donations in treasury, last report, 
Received for fines and catalogues, 

$534 52 
22 00 

“ Dog fund for 1880, 86 85 
“ Dividend from Seamen’s Savings Bank, 16 46 

$659 83 
$137 24 

Freight , 35 
Old Colony book bindery, 11 35 
Subscription Harper's Magazine. 4 00 

" American Bookseller, 1 00 
“ Century Magazine, 4 00 

Insurance, eo 00 

Paid Estes & Lauriat books, 

A. L. Putnam L. Co’s. bill, stationery, 94 
Postage, postal cards, &c. 88 

$179 76 

$480 07 I Balance of donations on hand, 
Deposited in Seamen's Saving Bank, 
In hands of Librarian, 

$422 39 

“ “ trustees, 

$480 07 

CONDITION OF THE LIBRARY, 
131 

2 '  
0 

2898 
14,395 circulation of the year has been 

ter Jan. 1, 1881, 1,656 
82 

1,788 

an appropriation of $300- 

ion for the annual espenses of the town 

n treas’r has paid out on proper vouchers, 273 35 

26 65 

during the year has been under the charge of 
osition of Libra- 

faction of the trustees, 
any unpleasant matters connected with the 
rian, which only those who experience them 

has found tin able assistant and by the help of 
, Jr., the service of the library has been 

would liked to have placed a larger number 

#300 00 

again call the attention o f  our citizens to the 
Appleton’s Encyclopedia and the Encyclopedia 
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Brittanica and a donation for the purchase of these works 
would be thankfully received. 

J. D. HILLIARD, 
J. H. DYER, 
G. H. HOLMES, 
ELBRIDGE P. McELROY, 
E. N. PAINE, 
R. W.SWIFT, 
A. T. WILLIAMS. 

Trustees. 

FINAL REPORT OF 

CHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE. 

$102 35 
received from the school committee for 

em, the sum of fifty-six cents and paid J. 
$ 20 

36 

56 
alance in the hands of the committee and no 

Respectfully submitted, 
B. F. HUTCHINSON, 
MOSES N. GIFFORD, 
J. D. HILLIARD, 
H. MERRILL SMITH, 
J. S.ATWOOD, 

Building Committee. 



TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL 

REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 
For the year ending Dec. 31, 1881. 

Again we have the pleasure of recording another year of 
comparative exemption from loss by fire. But two general 
alarms for the year ; March 18th, at  8.30 A. M., slight fire a t  
house occupied by Isaac Fisher, on Bradford street, damage 
about $25.00, mostly from water, Dec. 28th, 11.25 A. M., 
slight fire at  house of Antone Silver, on Bennett street, dam- 
aging some bedding ; extinguished by the owner before the 
arrival of the department, for which we compliment him, 
for only by his persistant labor and courage was a more 
serious fire averted. These two fires were caused by matches 
i n  the hands of children. I n  addition there has been two 
slight fires in the western part of the town to which Engine 
Co. No. 2 alone was called, but their services were not re- 
quired. 

The alacrity with which our firemen responded to these sev- 
eral alarms considering the little active service performed 
should receive the commendation of the public as we feel it 
does, it now being nearly five years since our entire depart- 
ment have performed active service, till a t  one time. Such 
vigilance as has been shown the past year cannot be too highly 
appreciated by this community. 

The apparatus is in general good order, but mill require to 
be varnished the coming season. The buildings have been 
painted on the sides the past year and are in good order, ex- 
cepting some repairs needed on the house of Engine No. 5. 

In  the last annual report there was retained from the appro- 
priation of 1880,. $150,000 with which to place a reservoir 
between Nos. 19 and 22, in the vicinity of Forest Street, on 
Commercial Street. It was desirable, if possible to place 
one of sufficient capacity and with connection for two engines. 
During the year the Chief of this Department, in whose hands 
this work was placed, has not succeeded in finding ready 
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eers, which would 

s t  lending hose were 
f hose; that of the 

istakable signs of 
s are lost by the bursting of hose 

ost needed, we recommend the purchas- 
of five hundred feet new hose the coming season. While 
ing this test i t  was discovered that the suction hose of 
ne No. 2 was leaky. By direction of the board of 

w suctions are being made, the engine now be- 
Engine Co. No. 4 reports 

As soon as that 
ceived, the piece from No. 4 will be at- 

have two engines in the vicinity of 
ree pieces of suction hose each. 

n no annual parade and muster of this depart- 
several years. As such gatherings are beneficial to 
tment, improving its discipline and renewing the 

mbers, that become inactive from want of 
hut the town can well afford, in this year of 

to furnish the means for which to pay the neces- 
es of such a muster the coming year and recom- 

the Engineers be allowed to use from their 
Judging 

the cost for a hand of music, prizes and 

ith borrowed hose. 
ces of suction hose as poor. 

ufficient sum for that purpose. 

will be ample for that purpose. 
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In  the Town Report of last year upon page 4, were some 

remarks about this department which, though honestly ex- 
pressed, are hardly correct. As that Report is supposed to 
be in every household, in the archives of the town, on the 
shelf of the Public Library, and has gone abroad, we beg the 
indulgence of the citizens and furnish such laws as directly 
bear upon the government of our Fire Department. 

The article in question, after passing a well deserved com- 
pliment to the firemen, further says : “Much feeling has been 
occasioned by the collector stopping from the firemen, taxes 
due him from some of the men signing the pay rolls.” That 
was very true, .particularly in the Company whose member 
was made to pay tax upon property that he did not own. The 
figures upon the bills of 1879 indicate that they were not 
made by the collector of taxes, which figures indicate the 
amount retained from each company Further, the article 
says, in emblazoned type, “Who are the Firemen of Prov- 
incetown.” “All firemen to be exempted from military duty 
must place on file with t h e  selectmen, a certificate that they 
are members of the fire department, “(Gen’l. Stat. Chap. 13, 
Sec. 11).” “These are the firemen of the town and as such 
should receive the pay voted to them.” “Such certificates 
until this year are not on tile in the office.” Of the above 
quotations we wish to say that Chap. 13 Sec. 11 was repealed 
in 1863; (General Laws April 27, 1863 ; Chap. 193), that in 
1862 there was placed on tile, under. the then exisitng law, a 
certificate for military exemption, that in  addition there was 
prepared and issued to each member of the department a 
certificate of which the following is a copy : 

“Commonwealth of Massachusetts, office of the Board of En- 
gineers, Provincetown, May 5, 1862. This is to certify that 

is a member of the Provincetown Fire Department, 
and is a member of E n g i n e  Co., No. (or Hook and 
Ladder Co.,) agreeable to the Fire Ordenance of this town, 
and in  conformity to the Laws of this Commonwealth A cer- 
tificate of his membership, signed by. the Selectmen, may be 
found on file at  the  office of the Assessors. 

Signed, E. G. LORING, Chief Engi gineer. 

Sec’y of the Board of Engineers.” 
Countersigned. JONATHAN COOK, 
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ment. “Voted, that the members of the Hook and Ladder 
and Engine companies receive from the Town Treasurer the 
sum of five dollars per year each for their services.” A pay 
roll was shortly after adopted, as much for the protection of 
each company as well as for the town, the vote increasing the 
pay expressly stating each member, it being a universal law 
that no person or number of persons can vote away another 
man’s wages, besides it was a business transaction. The fol- 
lowing is a copy of the pay roll: “We, the undersigned, 
paid members of Engine (or Hook and Ladder) Co., 
No. do hereby receipt for and relinquish all claim to the 
salary due each of u s  from the Town of Provincetown, for 
services rendered for the year ending and request 
that the same be paid to the clerk of this company, who 
alone is authorized to receipt for it.” When from absence 
from town any members who were classed as paid mem- 
bers--all over fifty, the limit of the law, being volunteers-- 
some of the volunteer names have been transferred to paid 
members, they, the volunteers, being as active in the service 
as any member classed as paid. 

The engineers, on page 5 of last year’s report, are accused 
of having on the pay rolls “names of men who have never 
been assessed or paid a poll tax in  town.” We can only say 
to this that. so far as we are informed, the law fixes no limit 
to age, qualifications as voters or employment of men paying 
or not paying taxes. 

Last year the pay roll was discontinued, because the 
recommendation of the selectmen, though not accepted at the 
annual meeting, was not objected to. 
To place the pay of the firemen in such a way as to obviate 

any dispute and be more satisfactory to the several companies. 
me recommend the  reconsideration of the vote of 1868, sub- 
stituting the following : The several fire companies shall 
receive from the Town Treasurer, annually, for their services 
as follows : Hook and Ladder Co., No. one, one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars ; Engine Companies Nos. one, two, three 
and four, two hundred and fifty dollars each ; Engine Com- 
pany No. five, one hundred and twenty-five dollars ; Relief 
Hose Company No. one, when manned by others than mem- 
bers of some one of the different companies, twenty-five 

‘dollars. Provided, that if at any time the membership of 
any company shall fall below the limit of number allowed by 

of money retained from each company in 1879 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
Salaries to May 1, 1881. 

$ 20 00 
15 00 

125 00 
25 00 

following paid to Jan. 1 ,  1882. 

15 93 

57 41 
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$2,975 00 

All of which, is respectfully submitted, 
J. D. HILLIARD, 

CHARLES A. 
L. N. PAINE 

G. H. HOLMES, 

JONATHAN C 

GEO. 0. KNOWLES, 
JOHN G. WHITCOMB, 

, : I  

(General Laws, Chap. 24.) 

ENGlN EM EN, 
r and Aldermen or Selectmen of places 

e engines, may appoint suitable persons for 
shall continue in office during the pleasure 

companies shall meet together once a 
, and oftener if necessary, for the purpose of examin- 

its appendages and seeing that they are 
They shall, by night and 

der the direction of the firewards, use their best en- 
ors to extinguish any fire that may happen in their city or 
of town, or the vicinity. 

-If an Engineman is negligent of his duties the 
Aldermen, or Selectmen, shall discharge him and 
ther in his stead. 

repair and ready for use. 

FIRE DEPARTMENTS, 
(General Laws, Chap. 24.) 
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SEC. 26.-The Engineers, in relation to the extinguishment 

of fires shall exercise the powers which firewards may by law 
have and exercise, and in relation to the nomination and ap- 
pointment of Enginemen, shall exercise the power and per- 
form the duties of Selectmen. They may appoint such 
number of men to the Engines, Hose, Hook, Ladder and Sail 
Carringes, and to constitute fire companies for securing prop- 
erty endangered by fire, as they may think expedient, but the 
number of men appointed shall not exceed to each suction fire 
engine, fifty ; to each common engine, thirty-five ; to each hose 
carriage, five ; to each hook & ladder and hose carriage, twen- 
ty-five ; and to each fire company, twenty-five. 

SEC. 27.-The engine, hose, hook & ladder, sail carriage 
men, and fire companies, may organize themselves into di 
tinct companies, elect necessary officers, and establish s 
rules, regulations and by-laws, as may be approved 
Board of Engineers ; and may annex penalties to the 
of the same, not exceeding ten dollars in any case ; a 
same may berecovered by the Clerk in an action of to 
the use of the Company. 

SEC. 28.-The engineers and all pereons appointed by 
shall be subject to the same duties and liabilities, and en 
to the same privileges and exemptions as enginmen appoin 
ed by the Selectmen. 

SEC. 32-No act hereafter passed, establishing a fire 
partment in any town shall take effect until it is accepted 
approved by the inhabitants of such town at a meeting 
for the purpose. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS, 
The following Rules and Regulations for the estab 

and government of a Fire Department in Provinceto 
conformity to certain. acts of the Legislature, were 
mended by the Board of Engineers. and adopted by 
zens of Provincetown, at a legal meeting held for that p 
pose, May 9th, 1859 : 

SEC, 1.--The Fire Department shall consist of as man En not Eng exceedin twelve,) as the Selectmen shall a point, and of 
wine-men, Hydrant-men and Hook-and-Ladder men, to be di 

into companies, as the number of Engines, and other fire apparat 

SEC. 2.-The Engineers so appointed, shall meet and choose a 
Engineer, a clerk, and such other officers as they may deem nec 

longing to the town, shall, from time to time, require. 
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from fires and 

int annually, in April, such number 
Ladder and Sail Carriages, and to 

ng propert endangered by fire, as 
o case shall the number exceed that 

of the Fire Depart- 
nd shall continue one 
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by-laws, as may be approved by the Board of Engineers, and may an- 
nex penalites to the breach of the same, not exceeding ten dollars in 
any case; and in case of rejection by the Board of Engineers, of any of 

to the Company, who shall select another person for approval; and 
these officers, when approved, shall hold their places until removed, or 
others are elected in their stead. 
SEC. 8.--It shall be the duty of the Foreman to see that the several 

Engines and apparatus commltted to their care, and the several build- 
ings in which the same are deposited, and all things in or belonging to 
the same, are kept neat, clean, and read for immediate use; it shall 
also be their duty to preserve order and discipline at  all times in their 
respective Companies, and require and enforce a strict compliance with 
the rules and regulations of the Department, and the orders of the En- 
gineers. They shall also keep, or cause to be kept by the clerks of 
their respective Companies, fair and exact rolls, specifying the time of 
admission, discharge, and age of each member, and accounts of all town 
property entrusted to the care of the several members, and of all 
absence and tardiness amon the same, in a book provided for that pur- 
pose by the town, which rolls or record-books are always to be subject 
to the order of Selectmen and Board of Engineers. 

SEC. 9.--It shall be the duty of the officers and members of the sev- 
eral Engine, Hydrant and Hook & Ladder Companies, whenever a fire 
shall break out in town, to repair forthwith to their respective Engines, 
Hose, Hook & Ladder Carriages, and other apparatus, and convey 
them in as orderly a manner as may be, according to the directions of 
the Board of Engineers, and exert theniselves in the most orderly man- 
ner ossible, in working and managing the said Engines Hose, Hooks 
and Ladders and other ap aratus; and in performing any duty they 
may be called upon to do by any Engineer, and upon permission 
of the Chief Engineer, shall in an orderly and quiet manner return said 
engines and other apparatus to their res ective places of deposit. PRO- 

permission may be given by the selectmen, or their respective Fore- 
men. 
SEC. 10.-Any Officer or other member may be removed from the 

Fire Department by a vote of the Chief Engineer and two-thirds of the 
Assistant Engineers, and said vote shall be final, unless, in the case of 
Officers the same shall be reversed by the Board of Selectmen within 
fourteen days after it shall have passed. 

SEC. 11.-In all cases of removal from office by the Engineers, 
name of the party removed, with a statement of the reasons there 
shall be entered on their records; and a copy of the same shall 
transmitted to the board of Selectmen, as soon as convenient. 
SEC. 12.--No Officer, who may have been dismissed or removed 

the Fire Department, shall be reinstated therein, unless by a vo 
the Chief Engineer and two-thirds of the Assistant En neers; 
such case, said vote shall not take effect until c o n f i r m e d  the 
of Selectmen; and it shall not pass the Board of Selectmen, 
two-thirds of the whole Board vote therefor. For the urpose 
charge and removal, Suction and Leading Hosemen shall be re 
as members, and not officers. 

the officers, elected by sai Companies, their names shall be returned 

VIDED, that in the absence of all the E ngineers, such direction and 
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shall be provided with rooms, un- 
for meetings for the transaction of 
before them in the discharge of 
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L REPORT FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1880. 

ole number of scholars belonging to the Primary 
d and sixty ; average attendance, 
; per cent. of attendance, eighty- 

to Intermediate Department, one 
average attendance, one hundred 

ermediate, one hundred and 
ne hundred and thirty-nine ; 

rammar School, ninety-three ; average 

ge, one hundred and thirty. 

HENRY SHORTLE, 
A. L. PUTNAM. 
J. D. HILLIARD. 



PRESENT CORPS OF TEACHERS. 

High School. 

A. M. Osgood, Principal. 
Hattie F. Weeks, Assistant. 
Nannie W. Paine, Assistant . 

Grammar School. 

Horatio D. Newton, Principal. 
Addie S. Mitchell, Assistant. 

Higher Intermediate Schools. 

Rebecca D. Sparks, Abbie N. Hamblin, 
Ella A. Small. 

Intermediate schools. 

Abbie C. Sparks, Annie B. Frellick, 
Lucinda W .  Whorf. 

Primary School. 

M. Jennie Keefe, Isalinda Chapman, 
Bessie G. Wiley, 
Nellie B. Hilliard, Sara Cavanagh, 

Emma L. Chapman, 

Mary C. Richardson. 

ORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
ance with law and previous custom, we respect-, 
the following report : 
pleasant schools and a good corps of teachers, 

om have served the town long and faithfully, and 
means lacking in judgment and experience. We 
sport  a gradual improvement in  the methods of 

in many of the branches taught, and to state the 
on of the schools, in most respects, entirely satisfac- 
We have tried to keep constantly in view €he greatest 

he greatest number ; realizing that a course of study 

, would he unjust to  many who cannot afford to give 
quired to complete the regular course ; so that, if' 
has but one year or one term to spend in school 

I always find a place and work suited to any ca- 

the Primary Schools are in a prosperous condition. 
ar to year we notice a steady progress in methods 

f the instruction. The importance of these schools 
verrated. They form the basis of our educational 
he work well done here will never be lost in sub- 

and if bad habits are established, a wrong direc- 
the mind. the injurious consequences must be 

N o  person therefore, who has not a well disci- 
and heart. as well as H good knowledge of 

re, should he placed in charge of little children. 
ave been only two schools over crowded this year, 

No 1, at the Western School House, and the 
ol on Conant Street, numbering respectively, 

and sixty-five, too many for-one teacher, but the 
re too small to be sent to other districts and there 

modations at the Western house for an as- 

diate and Higher Intermediate Schools continue 
t work under the same earnest and conscien- 

solely for those w h o  can remain in school to com- 
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tious teachers as last year. Nothing has occurred to disturb 
them in their work or check their onward march. The grade 
of the schools is such, the needs and expectations of each so 
understood by each and all of the teachers, that there is hard- 
ly a chance for failure, providiug the teachers are competent 
and faithful. The impression prevails, to some extent, that 
most anyone will answer for the position of teacher in our 

l o w e r  schools. This is decidedly wrong. I n  order for each 
teacher to understand and appreciate the wants and demands 
of the grades for which they are preparing their pupils, they 
must be qualified for-excepting, perhaps, the High School- 
those positions themselves. It is safe, therefore, to say that 
those who have not literary attainments for teachers in a 
Grammar School, should riot he employed in y  grade. 
Much of the work done in  these schools to-day was not thought 
of a few years ago in any grade below the' Grammar School. 
As the grade of our schools is gradually raised from year to 

yea r ,  the demands upon the teachers of these schools are cor- 
respondingly increase. Marly of the pupils leave the Higher 
Intermediate Schools pow better fitted for life's duties than 
one-half of the Grammar School scholars were twenty-five 
years ago. 

The Grammar School is in charge of the same faithful and 
competent teachers who have served in t h i s  department for 
two years past. As there are comparatively few of our citi- 
zens who visit the school to see for themselves what the wor 
is and the manner of its performance, we have thought i 
in as short space as possible, to give the principal br 
taught and' the methods of teaching. I n  the study of 
metic all subjects are made as practical as possible, omitting 
obsolete and useless matter. The number of definitions 
rules to be committed is reduced to a minimum and 
process of simplifying by cancellation is kept constantly 
fore the pupils, thus saving much time and labor in t 
written work. 
Interest, Banking Bonds and Stocks receive partic 
tion, giving such examples as conform to the us 
riences of daily life. While Annual Interest, Fo 
change, Circulating Decimals, Arithmetical and Ge 
Progressions, and Alligation being of less practical use to 
majority of our business men, receive but passing notice w 
out special drill. 

The processes of Commission , Insuran 

o rank, structure and 
e choice selections from 
h the above the pupils 
ting task of sen tence  

g and adapting the several parts, contract- 
and criticising them. This work 
compositions on historical and ge- 

of its surgace in respect to land and water and 
III The study of the grand divisions, pursu- 

rder, viz : outlines, surface, climate, vegetation, 
This work is supplemented 

lessons on the following subjects : local town 
, climate and zones, weather conditions, 
country, facts about the continents, and 

prominent physical features of the grand 

mals and nations, 
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divisions of the Old and New World. The teachers deserve 
much credit for the attention given to music in this school. 
The constant and systematic teaching of music to a hundred 
or more children every year, and these from every section of 
the town, must produce and influence for good, which will be 
widely felt, and should be gratefully appreciated. "Music is 
the language of the heart. It refines the taste and elevates 
the soul." And is one of the most important and influential 
means of moral education. 

HIGH SCHOOL, 
With the full classical course of four years, and the shorter 

English course of three years, and with the freedom allowed 
in the election of studies, the High School offers superior ad- 
vantages to those w h o  desire to lay the foundation of a 
thorough education, as well tis to those who wish to prepare 
more immediately for active business. We regret that  so few 
of our young men remain to finish the regular High School 
course. They are anxious to find mercantile or other em- 
ployment, and regret, when it is too late, tthat they had not 
properly qualified themselves by mental discipline, for the po- 
sitions to which they aspired So much having been said 
against the requirements of the High School system, and as 
many may not have noticed the change spoken of one year 
ago, we thought it well to re-write a paragraph or t w o  from 
our last year’s report. 
“To meet, as far as possible. the wants of t i l l ,  and to en- 

courage the pupils to avail themselves of the advantages of 
the High School, we have adopted t w o  distinct courses of 
study, an English and Classical I course ; the pupils who enter 
the school are free to choose either. The first is a three 
year’s course and purely English, enabling those who take it 
to advance right on from the Grammar School. and w i t h o u t  
any brea ak continue the study of the English language and 
the higher mathematics, and nt the same time obtain a good 
understanding of the sciences and the theory of business,-- 
Those who  complete the entire course will receive diplomas, 
but th studies will be elective and so arranged that pupils who 
do not wish to complete the course can pursue those branche 
which they may deem most advantageous The second 
or classical course, requires the study of Latin, and the 
must, if any pupils desire, 'be competent to give ins 
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ing very popular, and needs only 
When pupils can be made to 

course of eight or ten 
en of the town, have 
resent term. These 

ell as instructive. 
ting benefit to the 



10 
pupils, and a means of interesting many of the citizens in the 
High School work. 

High School Exhibitions have been resorted to by the 
teachers and pupils of the school to  raise money to purchase 
apparatus for that department. The school has never recov- 
ered from the loss it sustained by the burning of its building 
and apparatus in  

The Young Men’s School, no longer an experiment, but a 
part of our real work and system, has commenced its work 
this term i n  good earnest, under the management of the same 
efficient teacher as last winter, Capt. C. K. Sullivan, a man 
qualified in  every ‘particular-for the work committed to his 
hands. There are fifty-seven young men gathered in this 
school, who are as earnest workers, and submit to the disci- 
pline and regulations of the school-room, as well as a like 
number of students in any other school i n  town. The future 
welfare and character of the town depends very much upon 
t h e  education of these young men, as well as the children who 
are now passing through our other schools. A wise and gen- 
erous policy in dealing with them will at some time produce 
good results. The branches taught are navigation, arith- 
metic, grammar, geography, writing and spelling. The 
United States History is used by the school for reading mat- 
ter. 

PROMOTIONS, 
W e  gave quite fully our  opinions i n  regard to promotions 

last year. We did yield our better judgment, however, to the 
wishes of parents and allowed a number of pupils to pass from 
one school to mother who failed to  obtain the required per- 

In nearly every case 
where this was done it worked only harm. We are more 
thoroughly convinced, therefore, that the position taken wa 
correct. The interests of the schools and the best good of the 
pupils demand that we deal with them AS we find them. 
parents are ignorant of what their children are doing in 
and seem to care but little whether they do well or ill, u 
tho examinations are over and the dew ones have failed 
promotion, or have been dropped to a lower class. 
t o  see how easily and thoughtlessly parents give their 
over to the care of teachers, as if by so doing all thei  
tious were fulfilled. 

centage in the regular examinations. 

Much of the negligence and insu 

11 

failures would be far 
parents would visit the schools more, and wit- 
t and progress of their children. They would 

ared to correct the wrong and encourage the 
sympathize with the teachers ; more readily 

judgment and give them credit for good in- 

BUILDINGS AND INCIDENTALS, 

used a long time in the building before 
l led and were completely worn oat. 

ction that it will be absolutely nec- 
o of the old stoves now in use in 
hich will necessitate the purchase 

ol where changes of teach- 

ervices of Mr. A. M. 
-we think-in every 
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particular to fill the high position to  which he has been called. 

We deem it proper to record the removal by death of Miss 
Georgie Fratus, a member of the first class in the Grammar 
School. She was an amiable girl, a good scholar and respect- 
ed alike by teachers and pupils. 

ATTENDANCE 1881, 
Total number, Spring term, 

“ Fall term, 
“ “ Present term, 
Distributed as follows : 

“ 

Spring term, Primary Departments, “ 

Fall “ 

Present “ 
Spring term, Intermediate Department, “ 

Fall “ 
Present “ 

Spring term, Higher Intermediate Department, “ 

Fall “ 

Present “ 

Spring “ Grammar School, 
Fall “ 

Present “” 

Spring “ High School, 
Fall “ 

Present “ 

Young Men’s School, Present term, 

“ 

“ “ 

“ 

“ “ 

“ “ 

“ “ “ 

“ “ 

“ “ 

“ 

“ 

COURSE OF STUDY IN THE HIGH SCHOOL, 
FIRST YEAR. 

FALL TERM.--Algebra Physical Geography, Book 

WINTER TERM.--Albegra, Physical Geography, 

SPRING TERM.--Algebra, Physiology, Latin Grammar 

SECOND' YEAR. 

FALL TERM.- Geometry Physiology, Latin Grammar 

ing. 

Grammar or French Grammar. 

French Grammar. 

Caesar or French, 

Geometry and Trigonometry Analysis of 

THIRD YEAR. 
ral Philosophy Outlines of History 

onomy Rhetoric and Geology, English 

y and Mental Philosophy, 

Mathematics, Mental Philoso- 

ng twice a week during the 2d, 3d, 
s. This study is required of every 

three years' English Course are indicat- 

PROGRAMME. 

Class of '81. 

Lillie Small 
Carrie Cowing. 

Mamie Nickerson. 

Misses Barnett and E. Small 
me where the Rosebuds Sleep," 
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CLASS HISTORY, “First Two Years,” Nellie Hodgdon. 
ESSAY, “Heroines of the Century,” Mamie Barnett. 
ESSAY, “There shall be no Alps,” Annie Gifford. 
SINGING, quartette-“Alpine Echoes,” 

Misses Barnett, Hamlin, Nickerson and E. Small. 
ESSAY, “Right makes Might,” Celia Cavanagh. 
HISTORY, “Last Two Years,” Hattie White. 
ESSAY, ‘‘Catherine of Aragon,” Clara Smith. 
SINGING, “Good Night,” Class of ’81. 
POEM, “Our Class,” Nellie Baxter. 

THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH 3. 
SINGING, Chorus--” Welcome To-Night,” Class of ’81. 
ESSAY, “The Holy Grail,” Minnie Hamlin. 
ESSAY, “The Lion Hearted,” Delia Cobb. 
PROPHECY, “Classical Division,” Carrie B. Holmes. 
SINGING, duet--”Land of the Swallows,” 

Misses Barnett and E. Small. 
ESSAY, “Can New England be left out in the Cold,” 

Alice Shortle. 
ESSAY, “Oliver Goldsmith,” Edith Small. 
PROPHECY, “English Division,” Mamie Dyer. 
SINGING, trio--”Parting Song,” 

Misses Hamlin, Holmes and Hodgdon. 
ESSAY, “The Singer and the Song,” Lottie Frellick. 
VALEDICTORY, Mamie Williams. 
PRESENTATION O F  DIPLOMAS. 
SINGING, ‘‘Class Ode,” (by John R. Smith). 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 
SCHOOL INCIDENTALS. 

H. H. Sylvester, programmes, $30 

J. W. Beatty, Truant Committee, 
Teachers’ Institute, sextons, 9 
James Engles, stoves, pipe and labor, 
J. H. Dearborn, census of school children, 

J. D. Hilliard, supplies, 7 
Andrew Kennedy, supplies, 5 
J. & L. N. Paine, supplies, 
A. T. Williams, supplies, 4 

Henry Shortle, R. R. fares, 18 
5 

85 
12 

N. T. Freeman, diplomas, 67 

2 

56 J. A. West, furniture and repairs, 

ve repairs and pipe, 47 15 

8 00 
eaning Centre school-rooms and 

7 00 

17 50 
96 45 
63 92 .  

Eastern school-rooms 

$597 53 
$19 20 
7 60 
1 50 

25 00 

$67 10 

$664 63 

e -  

$300 00 
364 63 

$664 63 

$ 3 50 
3 70 

L-HOUSE REPAIRS. 

1 25 
17 35 
7 10 
7 54 

24 40 
25 17 
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75 

5 03 
3 00 

$142 71  

$157 29 

Caleb Fisher, labor, 
Dyer & Smith, glazing binges, screws, &c., 
J. H. Dearborn, labor, 

Appropriation, $300 00 
Balance in treasury, 

$300 00 $300 00 

Total Yearly Salaries, 
Total Salaries for Winte 
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JAN ITOR’S SALARIES; 

SPRING TERM. 

J H Dearborn, 

FALL TERM. 

$2,206 33 
7,050 00 
238 00 

$9,494 a3 

136 5 0  
7,247 38 

$9494 33 

$7,247. 33 

$688 79 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 
H. Shortle salary Superintendent, $350 00 
J. H. Dearborn, cleaning and 

labor on High School building, 20 00 
N. T. Freeman, advertising pro- 

posals for coal, 
____$373 00 -- 

Jan. 1, 1882, balance in the bands of town Treas. $2022 
At the close of the present term 

of 13 weeks there will be due 
to be deducted from the above 
balance : 

Salaries of Teachers, 
Salaries of Janitors, 
Fuel, 

School year short of requirements, -- 
BOY'S WINTER school. 

Salary of C. K. Sullivan, Teaching 12 weeks, 
J. A. Swasey , maps, &c. , 
Fuel, 

Balance in town treasury Jan. 1, 1880, 
Appropriation, 1881, 
Balance in town treasury 

$293 50 

- 
SCHOOL-BOOK REPORT, 

Dr. 
Jan. 10, 1881, books on hand, 
Balance duc A. L. Putnarn & Co., 

$7,000 00 
500 00 

300 00 
respectfully submitted. 

HENRY SHORTLE, 
A. L, PUTHAM, 
J.D. HILLIARD. 


