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schooners lay ice-bound in 
Provincetown Harbor in the Winter of 1875-1876. Crew mem-
bers are shown at work sawing a- channel through the ice 
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The Fishermen's Cup presented by Sir Thomas Lipton 
Baronet, K. C. V . 0. (Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian 

Order - for personal services to the British Sovereign) 
Won by Schooner ROSE DOROTHEA, Captain Marion Perry, PROVINCE-

TOWN, MASS., in MASSACHUSETTS BAY, August 1st, 1907 



BISHOP cassidy BLESSING THE PROVINCEtOWN FISHING FLEET 

The Railroad Dock, Provincetown, Mass. 



The Jason

... 
:' ' 

AN 

. 

,, h 

Bible from the Somerset





Fishing Schooner "Buema", wrecked 
Jan. 7, 1908, near Race Foint Light, 

Prol7incetown, Mass. 

Wreck of Schooner RobertByron at Raceace }'oint, }'rovincetown, }Ylass. 



Wreck of fishing Schooner
Dawson City

Provincetown Mass.

Bark Kate Harding wrec 
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on Union Wharf { Railway
Captains Young Freeman ... Sparks . Taylor Stevenson ... 

Clark Gonsalves
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TOWN CRIER CUSTOM REVIVED 

BostonHera.ld-Associated Press Photo) 
A leather-lunged town crier walks the streets of Provincetown again. T aking a 
page from Pilgrim history, the board of selectmen named Amos Kubik; He is 
shown here as he made his announcements yesterday while the modern 

. _ nearby. 
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Wharf, built in 1831. The hole in the roof was for ship's masts. 









"POET OF THE DUNES'.'' Provincetown's famed Harry 
Kemp, buries cornat the monument marking where the 
Pilgrims found an Indian cache of grain that provided the 
first settlers with precious seed for sowing at Plymouth 
the following year The ceremony at Truro, Mass., was 
part of a pageant led by Kemp. The corn was from 
friends in Kaw Valley, Kan., and Marceline, Mo., where 
Kemp workedas a field hand in his youth. 
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G HT The 250-foot Pilgrim Mon· 
ument ' at Provincetown, 

ls <lre.ssed up fm• Christmas with 
colored lights making the tower visible 

for . many . miles up <lown Cape Cod. 
This is the first time the tower was <lecked 
in Christmas lights. The monument -was 
built to commemorate t)te Pilgrims who first 
laqded on Cape COll on November 11, 1620; 



Photo courtesy of Joe Perry 
DOBQTHEA, aLlady who was as she looks- one of the fastest things under sail in her time. 

se Dorothea's spirit is still ·with us. 
where, are her-and· her · lady friends' -bones? 

HOWARD MITCHAM 
No man knoweth the oracle of 
his ashes or where his bones
will lle.-slr Thomas Browne 

boat for a fisherman's breakfast 
of linguica and scrambled eggs. 
And it was the same Captain Per-
ry who had been at the helm of 
the Rose Dorothea when she won 

As I walk the deserted' -beach the Lipton Cup Race at the Old 
a wet November day, I can't Home Week in Boston, August, 

but dwell on melancholy sea .1907. 
thoughts The biting rain and the FASTEST UNDER CANVAS 

wind-driven tide make These sailing vessels of the 
wonder." Provincetown. fleet were the fast-

Where are the bones of those est things under canvas in their 
of the sea which used to time. It was the era of the "fresh 

out of Provincetown in the fish fleet," which sprang up at 
part of the century? . . . the turn of the century when the 

Rose Dorothea, Jessie costa, Grand Banks salt cod and had-
Nettie Franklin, Annie dock fishery declined. These boats 

John R. Manta, .Louise R. would ice up and sail to George's 
Mary c. Santos, Natalie Bank about 40 miles in the ocean 

Del- out from Chatham. They'd make 

Some of the fastest races in 
the history of sail took place be-
tween George's Bank and the "T" 
Wharf in Boston. The boat which 
reached the dock first bad the 
freshest fish and got the highest 
prices. Any one of these worka-
day races must have been more 

exciting than the of the 
swank yacht clubs
LIPTON SPONSORS RACE 

When Sir Thomas Lipton heard 
of the fabulous speed of these 
fishing vessels he sponsored the 
Old Home Week race in Boston 
in August 1907. He had his Lon· 
don silversmiths turn out the 
dazzling rococco silver cup which 
now rests in Provincetown's Town 
Hall. 

This race was one of the big-
gest flukes in the history of re-
gattas. Over a hundred boats 
from all over New England were 
invited to participate, but fishing 
weather was so good that most 
of them stayed home to fish. 
(Remember how bard it is to get 
fishermen to cooperate on any-
thing? Even Sir Thomas Lipton 
with his cash prizes and silver 
cups could not budge them. 

Only four boats showed up for 
the race, the Rose Dorothea, Jes-
se Costa and a couple of other 
long shots. There have been all 
sorts of rumors a)lout what ac-
tually took place in the race. 
Some have said tbat the crews 
had imbibed too tmuch of Sir 
Lipton's tea. Some say that the 
Jesse Costa had the race sewed 
up, but she let the Rose Doro-
thea "steal her wind" and sneak 
by at the finish line, thereby 
gaining immortality 
WHERE WENT THE LADIES? 

What puzzles me is what hap-
pened to these lovely ladies in 
their old age. Shon;t of masts and 
sails and stripped of their ma-
hogany decks, a few of them suf-
fered the of becoming 

coal barges and wharf boats. Oth-
ers were cut down in length, had 
diesels installed and became drag-
gers. 

On Friday, August 10, 1917, 
nineteen Provincetown fishermen 
were lost on George's Banks from 
the two schooners Mary C. Saa· 
tos (13) and the Natalie Nelson 
(6). They were handline fisher-
men, dory men, cut off from the 
mother vessels by a sudden fierce 
gale, swamped by ruthless wind 
and wave. 

This disaster probably acceler-
ated the changeover to motorized 
dragging and trawling. And now 
in 1969 even our small dragging 
fleet may be doomed to oblivion. 

Melancholy autumnal thoughts. 
One -.._can only quote ·the immortal 
bard,'s "Sea Dirge": 



Full fathom five thy father lies 
. . . those are pearls that were 

his eyes . . . and of his bones is 
coral made . . . nothing of him 
that doth fade, but doth suffer 
a sea change into something new 
and strange . . . the mermaids 
hourly sing his requiem : . 
Hark! I hear them, ding dong 
bell, ding dong bell. 
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.lHE FITCHBURG RAILROAD DEPOT 
Built in 1847, the orginal site of the Fitchburg Depot 
was on Causeway Street where trains from Greenfield 
and Hoosac: Tunnel area came in. 
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Mystery and Adventure 

-Hurricane 
Killed 3 

By EDWARD ROWE SNOW 
Never before in the recorded history of New 

England weather had two such closely placed sum-
mer hurricanes done so much damage as the two 
great storms which hit New England Aug. 31 and 
Sept. 11, 1954. 

People began to feel that we mi,ght supplant 
Florida as the target for the dreaded "Hurrician," 
as West Indian natives have called such a calamity 
for three centuries. 

August hurricanes, as Carol was, are indeed a 
relatively rare occurrence in New England, but 
contrary to usual belief there have been plenty of 
August hurricanes in other parts of this country. 

The ancient jingle states: 
June • , • too soon; 
July stand by ; 
August out you must; 
September remember; 
October , all over. 

in spite of the jingle's reference to October, one 
of the greatestof all hurricanes smashed across the 
West Indies Oct. 10, 1790. On Barbados, within an 
hour neither trees nor houses were left and 6,300 
people were lost. 

The storm then crashed into Santa Lucia and 
6,000 inhabitants died in a matter of minutes. An 
English fleet, lying at anchor, disappeared beneath 
the waves, leaving no survivors. 

WHIRLING ALONG TOWARD Martinique, It 
sent to the bottom 40 ships of the French fleet and 
drowned 4,500 more men. Going ashore on the island 
of Saint Pierre, it wiped uut 9,000 persons in less 
than 20 minutes. 

In this fiercest of all tropical hurricanes to 
sweep the Atlantic the destruction and the loss of 
more than 30,000 people was the greatest of re-
corded history. 

· But regarding New England and the August hur-
ricanes, we have had minor and major blows on 
Aug. 15, 1635; Aug. 20, 1880; Aug. 29, 1893; and Aug. 

4 

years apart. 
New England hurricane of August, 1635, was 

one of the great New England hurricanes of all times. 
Not many persons recorded their experiences in 

this terrific gale, but those who did were exact and 
concise in their accounts. They were Anthony 
Thacher, · John Winthrop, William Bradford and 
Richard Mather. 



THACHER WAS SHIPWRECKED with his wife 
on the island which still bears his name. The two 
were the only persons saved from the shipwreck of 
the Watch and Wait. 

"It began;: states Bradford, "in the morning, 
and grew not by degrees, but came with a great vio-
lence in the beginning, to the amazement of many. 
The signs and marks of it in these parts will remain 
this hundred years." 

The Rev. Richard Mather had a narrow escape 
from death aboard the ship James at the Isles of 

E. R. SNOW 

Shoals, while the Angel Gabriel 
crashed ashore at Pemaquid 
Point, Maine. 

After the hurricane in August 
1954, I flew around the damage 
area with Capt. Van Orsdale of 
the Provincetown-Boston Airlines. 

Reaching the railroad bridge 
at Buzzards Bay, we noticed 
some sort of structure high on a 
rqad, and from then on we en-
countered disaster scene after 
disaster scene. 

Where substantial summer homes and cottages 
~ad stood a few hours before, now existed great areas 
of wasteland, with merely a few foundation stones 
still standing to represent what once had been a 
summer colony. 

MOST OF THE COASTLINE residents luckily 
had been removed to higher ground by the time the 
tide started to cause trouble. Many who waited for 
the last moment had waded desperately across to 

igher ground. The lucky ones reached safety, the 
others were swept away to their death. 

Finally the hurricane spent itself on the higher 
ground, and slowly died. 

The storm continued on up the coast, and did 
great damage in other areas as well. But the posi-
tion of the areas around New Bedford, Providence 
and Wareham is so exposed to the path of the hurri-
canes from the West Indies that they inevitably are 
hardest hit. 
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