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“If Romney wants to hold on to an outdated 1913 
law, then clearly he is grasping at straws,” said Couture. 

nose at the law, he needs to get a better argument 
because that one is flawed. He is like a truculent child 
stomping his feet, saying that we can’t do this,” she 
said. 

What Provincetown will do is grant the same rights 
to gay couples that straight couples have enjoyed, she 
said. No more, no less. 
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“And then to chastise us, say that we are thumbing our 
when Provincetown 

Town Hall opens at 8 a.m. and Town Clerk Doug 
Johnstone issues his first gay marriage license. 

And unlike the town clerks in most towns in the 
state, Johnstone has been told by the Provincetown 
selectmen to offer wedding licenses to out-of-state gay 
couples. 

That flies in the face of *. Mitt Romney’s directive 
that town clerks seek proof of residency or an indica- 

t is not our responsibility to be 
e residency police. We don’t do 

this for straight people, so why 
would we be doing it for anybody 

own Selectwoman Mary-Jo Avellar 

before issuing the license. Romney based his decision 
on a 1913 law that says couples cannot be married in 
Massachusetts if the marriage would be void in the 
state where they live. The problem is that 
Massachusetts, as of Monday, is the only state that rec- 
ognizes gay marriages. 

Word of Provincetown’s defiance is national news, 
but the selectmen were not thinking of publicity when 



Marriage 
continued from Page 1 

“Monday is going to be a 
very exciting day, an extraordi- 
nary occurrence.” 

Selectwoman Mary-Jo 
Avellar, the only heterosexual 
on the five-member board of 
selectmen, said there are so 
many holes in Romney’s edict 

Justices ready for the change 
Justices of the peace are prepared for Monday. The 

Massachusetts Justice of the Peace Association has been 
advised to perform ceremonies for couples approaching them 

“Those of us who choose to remain in our positions will 
perform same-sex marriage ceremonies,” said Justice of the 
Peace Nancy Sundman in Bourne. “If not, they have to resign 
their commission. The burden obviously is on the town 
clerks, and everyone agrees the residency requirements can 
be vague.” 

with marriage licenses. 


