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The Dilqrims fled I(Pom Enqland to ﬂle jrolemni
Ne”\er’lancls l)ecouse Queen Elisal)eﬂ'l onc] Kinq
James, as |’I€G(J of the Cl\ur’ch of Enqloncl, would
a”ow no (Jeviofinq l)eliel(s. In Lei(Jen ”’IQ Di/qpim
Dress was esfol}lished which exposed H'\e Brifish

pr’osecufion. If was o”owec] to opemfe, despi’[e oﬁiciol

profesfs from London. The growing need for a ploce
of their own l(ina“q led to the passage to the New
World. The daq before ﬂleq set foot on American
soil, H'xeq siqned the Magﬂower Compacf, the

constitution {or ﬂwir sma” communifq in wl]ich ﬂle

L)asic {Peecloms were quamn’leed.

The Pilgrims’ story could be written today: people are
still on the run from poverty and persecution. Freedom
of conscience and expression are not commonly accep-
ted. Around this theme, three international congresses
will be organized by Erasmus University Rotterdam.
One about the freedom of the international press,
another about Roosevelt's “Four Freedoms’ (freedom of
speech and expression, of worship, from want and from
fear), and one about migration. The Leiden University is
organizing a congress about the Pilgrims’ religious
influence. Economic ties between the Old and the New
World will be the theme
of a congress organized
by, among others, the
Dutch Ministry of
Transport, Public Works
and Water Management.

Freedom of the International Press, Amsterdam, October 1995,
Erasmus University of Rotterdam (EUR).

The Four Freedoms, Rotterdam, November 1995, EUR with the
Roosevelt Center, Middelburg.

Migrants and immigrants, Rotterdam, September 1995, EUR.

The religious influence of the Pilgrims, Leiden, 1995, Leiden University.
Mainports to Europe and America (in the trail of the Pilgrims),
Rotterdam, September 1995, Ministry of Transport (Netherlands),
together with the Port of Rotterdam, Schiphol Airport, Netherlands
Distributionland and the Ministry of Economic Affairs.

Pilgrim Trail

Tlle ](irsf Dilqrims Wl’lO ﬂec' fo Ho”oncj seﬁlec] in
Midde”}ur’q ond |ofer’ in Amsfendam, l)uf soon H’leL’

a” movec] fo Leic]en whepe cnmple housinq was avoilaljle
oncl wl'ner’e ﬂ]e maqisfmfes OHePe(‘J ﬂ\em pr’o’lecfion.

Aﬂep fwelve years in I_eiclen a papf o]( ﬂneir communifq

CJeciclecJ to fr’avel fo H’\Q New WOPH as fheq anJ not
wis|1 fo ossimilofe info ”19 Dufcl} sociefq. In ”’19
seaporf ol[ Delfshoven, fheq lJoor’cle(J ﬂle Speedwe"

fo go fo Amepico.

Along the historical places Amsterdam, Leiden, Delft and
Rotterdam-Delfshaven the Pilgrim Trail will be establish-
ed. A guide book will be published and special programs
in Amsterdam, Leiden and Delfshaven will be set up. In
Delfshaven a permanent Pilgrim exhibition will find its
place in the Pilgrim Fathers Church. Together with tour
operators in the US and the Netherlands, the National
Dutch Tourist Board and KLM, special Pilgrim trips will
be provided. Finally, the MS Maasdam of the Holland
America Line will call on the port of Rotterdam with over
a thousand American visitors on August 16, 1995 as
part of the celebration.

Pilgrim Trail, March through November 1995, Amsterdam, Leiden, Delft,
Rotterdam-Delfshaven.
MS Maasdam, August 16, 1995, Rotterdam, Holland America Line.

Pilgrim Regatta

On Julq 22, 1620 ”19 Dilqrims Ieﬂ ](rom
Dell(sl'laven on ”'ne Speedwe”, which was not qui’le

SGGWOP”'\LJ. Il’l DIquU”’], Enqlond, H‘ne SPQQJWG”

was joinecl Eq ”19 l)iqqer’ Maqﬂowep, whicl’l CGPPieC]
Dilqpims {r’om Enqland. AHGP ﬂle Speeclwe” almos’f

S(]I"II( O{{ ﬂle Enqllsh COGS’, |fS passengers fmnsl(er’r’ed
iO ”’IQ MOL]HOWGP (]I'ICI, GHQP a c]elaq, iOgQ”‘IQP ”"IQL]

confinuecj ﬂmir quesi. H iOOL more ”’lCln iWO mon”\s
iO CPross (]nCl HWQLJ IC]I'ICIQC] Gi COPQ COC] on Noveml)er’
”, ]620 CIHQP an GCIVQH*UPOUS passage.

Exactly 375 years later the Pilgrim Fathers Foundation
will organize a race for sailing yachts from Delfshaven to
Cape Cod. They will take the short route of 3,500 miles.
The faster multihulls will make a detour via the Azores.
Weeks before the start of the race, more leisurely skip-
pers will set sail for a cruise via Plymouth (UK) and the
Azores. An impressive maritime event will be organized
at the start of the Pilgrim Regatta on the Nieuwe Maas,
around the Veerhaven in Rotterdam and in the historical
part of Delfshaven, which is now part of Rotterdam. On
arrival in Province Town on Cape Cod, maritime festivi-
ties will take place. In all likelihood the yachts will subse-
quently sail on to Ellis Island, a small island off
Manhattan where the immigrants who arrived with the

Hxhibitions

The Dilqpims could not carry much on their passage.

The {irsf winfer ’(heq livec] olq ”19 {ood ’ll'neq Epouth.
Theq even had to eat por’f of the seec| ”'neq l)rouqhi to
pIonf in iheir’ {irsf spring. Noi every Dilqpim squivec]
”10’[ {ir’sf winter. Durinq H\eir I[ir’sf spring, in H]e
seftlement of qumoufh, w|1icl1 Hweq named affer
H'neir |asf popf o]( call in Enqlanc], across ”19 l)oq ](Pom
Cape COCJ, ﬂleip cu“ur’e met wifh ﬂmf ol( ﬂ1e native
Americans. wo |ndions, Eq the names ol( Squan’lo

Gnd Samosef Lelped Hle Dilqrims wiﬂ1 H’ueir’ |<now—
Iedqe o{ oqr’icu“upe. |n ﬂ\ose doqs f|1'er>e was a |ive|q

h’CIdQ l)e’lween iPGVG”inq Eupopean salesmen C]l'l(J H’IQ
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Holland America Line, were processed. Through the
active cooperation of the European Committee a strong
international field of contestants is expected.

Sailing cruise

route Rotterdam - Plymouth UK - Azores - Cape Cod
start June 7, 1995

distance 4,300 miles

Sailing race monohulls

route Rotterdam - Cape Cod
start June 27, 1995
distance 3,500 miles

Sailing race multihulls

route Rotterdam - Azores - Cape Cod
start June 27, 1995

distance 4,300 miles

Around July 20, 1995 the contestants of both races and the cruise will
arrive in Province Town near Cape Cod. There the ships will parade
along Cape Cod, Plymouth and Boston in a sailpast. Several days later
the yachts will begin their passage to Ellis Island.

Vocul lndian teibest A qood illiskoation ofibhe valoeof bition using these collections. Curators of the Maritime

! ) | . Museum Prins Hendrik will present an exhibition about ;
ﬂunqs was ”\e price H’Ie Duich POIC] ﬂm InClICInS {OP the role Rotterdam has played in the great waves of ‘

the island of Manhattan in 1626: the equivaleni of emigration, especially through the Holland America
60 quil Jos - velieh equa“e 130 Leaser skine ap Line. In Delfshaven a small, permanent exhibition will

; open about the Pilgrims’ passage to America. Finally the
4320 white WC""PU'" beads or 1200 earthenware Pilgrim Memorial Leiden Foundation puts together an
cooLinq pois. exhibition about the Pilgrims’ life in the Netherlands.

: : Trade, trash or treasure? Utensils in a New World; Material cultures of
In New York many artefacts of this per'Od of mutual cul- Iroquois Indians and New Nederlanders, September through November

tural influence are preserved. Utensils of one culture 1995, Museum Boymans-van Beuningen, Rotterdam. At later dates the
could be regarded as curios or even ritual Obiects in the exhibition will travel through New York: Rochester Museum of History

P and Science, Brooklyn Museum in New York City and New York State
other. The P”g”ms learned a great deal from the Museum in Albany. The exhibition will be accompanied by a catalogue,

Indians and they used their tools. Some museums in a volume of essays and a booklet for children. Also an international
New York possess utensils from excavations from the symposium will be held. B i’

e 2 : Four centuries of emigration from Rotterdam, Maritime Museum Prins
Iroquo!s Seneca. Together wlth_PUtC,h a,rChe_OIOglcal, Hendrik Rotterdam, March through September 1995.
collections they provide an inspiring insight in the daily Pilgrim Collection, Lakenhal, Leiden, permanent, starting summer 1995.
life of New Nederlanders and Pilgrims. The Museum Pilgrims in Delfshaven, Rotterdam Delfshaven, permanent, starting

Boymans-van Beuningen in Rotterdam creates an exhi- el
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Almosf 375 years ago, in 1620 ﬂne Speedwe" soilecl
fpom Dell(shaven; a sma" vessel ol( 60 fons, Imeac]inq
for’ America. On l)oarcl were Enqlisl’n Calvinisfs who

were victims of r’eliqious per’secufion in their own
counfrq. For twelve years ﬂ\eq had been quesis of the
folemn’f nation ol( Ho”anc], I:)uf in fhe end ﬂwq chose
l(op an uncerfain future on the American east coast.

Theq WOUl(] Iaier’ LE’ Lnown as ‘ﬂ”le seecl O{ ﬂ’le

nation’: the foundation of the American sociefq.
Tl\eir’ Pesilience is commemomfecl on Tltaanqivinq,

every year on ﬂ'le foupﬂl Tl’lUPS(JC]lJ O{ Hoveml)er’.

The Pilgrim Fathers Foundation organizes numerous
events in 1995 to keep the Pilgrims’ quest for freedom
alive. Their Mayflower Compact, the first American con-
stitution, was derived from the unique judicial system of
the Republic of the Seven United Netherlands. It guar-
anteed freedom of conscience and expression. The strive
for freedom has remained a current topic through the
ages: for the millions of east Europeans who emigrated
from Rotterdam with the Holland America Line, and for
many millions around the world today, for whom basic
freedoms are still out of reach.




