
36th ANNUAL 
BLESSING 

OF THE 

FLEET 
June 23rd thru 26th, 1983 

Donation $1.00 



It is with pride and respect that we, the fishermen of Provincetown
dedicate the 1983 Blessing of the Fleet to the lat e captams Francis 
' 'Billy" Segura and Salvador Vasques. 

Asfor me, my lzfe is already being poured away ar:d the time has 
come for me to be gone. I have fought the good fzght to the end; 
I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith

-from the second letter of St. Paul to Timothy 

- Dedication-
WILLIAM " BILLY" SEGURA 

As the thirty-sixth Annual Blessing of the Fleet looms on the horizon, the 
mem bers of the fishing fleet face many challenges, problems, and decisions . 
Thoughts of the future, however, must occasionally give way to lessons from, 
and memories of, the past. 

The two men whose memory the Blessing honors this year were giants of the 
fleet . Men of their stature are not soon forgotten. In years to come, crew mem-
bers and captains alike will say "I learned that from Sal Vasques or "Billy 
Segura was the one who taught me how to do it." 

Billy Segura was born on October 24, 1916, in Provincetown, the son of 
Lawrence and Almeda Segura, and was the oldest of their seven children. His 
fishing career started when he was a young lad with his father, whom everyone 
knew as Big Bill". He fished for bluefish off New Yorkand for mackerel in 
Provincetown. After a time with the scallop fleet in New Bedford, he bought the 
Helen Mae . In subsequent years, he sold the Helen Mae and was deckhand or 
Captain on boats such as the Viola D., the Three of Us the CR&M, and the 
Victory II. He skippered the Mary M. before taking over the Plymouth Belle. 
He later bought the Daisy T., selling her in 1965. Like most of the members of 
the fleet, he fished on many boats, learning their differences and perfecting his 
expertise in net making and mending. 

Billy married Jeanette Brazil on November 14, 1938 and they became parents 
of Richard, a teacher and coach at Barnstable High School; Christina, a nurse in 
Connecticut; and Kenneth, a bookkeeper at Seafood Packers . He was intensely 
proud of his children, all three of whom are college graduates . When Dick and 
his wife Joy, and Christina and her husband, Walter, presented him with grand-
children, eight in all, his happiness knew no bounds. 

A high school athlete himself, he remained an ardent sports enthusiast all his 
life. He followed his children as they participated in high school sports on the 
Cape. His interest remained after the children were grown as he attended sport-
ing events or watched them on television. 

When health reasons forced Billy to come ashore, he did not lose his love for 
or interest in fishing. He had successful heart by-pass surgery and worked at the 
Truro Package Store, the Provincetown Liquor Mart, and for the town as assist-
ant manager of the parking booths. During this time, he spent countless hours 
making and m ending nets. He could often be found in his y ard or in what is now 
the Fine Arts Work Center with his twine and spindle . It was h is link with the 
life he knew and loved. 

His life was visited with profound sadness when he lost h is b eloved Jeanette 
and then, his grandson Richard. Billy though, was no quitter. He visited his 
mother daily and looked forward to visits from his children and grandch ildren. 
Mention of any of them brought a ready smile to his face . He could often be 
found at the K of C hall playing cards with his cronies, J oe Roderick, J oe 
Th om as, AI Rocheteau, Frank Volton, and Manny Harrigan, to name a few. 
Son, husband, father, brother, or friend, Billy Segura was special in every rela-
tionship . 
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-Dedication-
SALVADOR VASQUES 

Salvador Vasques was born on October 3, 1910 in Fuzeta, Portugal. As a 
youth in Portugal he worked in local boatyards as a ship's carpenter. He had 
visited the United States when he was nine years old and at the age of nineteen, 
he returned to stay. Living in Gloucester, he worked at the Story Boatyard in 
Essex. He helped to put the finishing touches on the Gertrude Thebeaud, the 
famous fishing schooner which was converted to a racing ship. 

After a year or so, he went to sea, swordfishing on the Jorgina Silveira. He 
then moved to Provincetown which was to become his home. He resumed his 
fishing career on the Seraphina with Arthur Duarte. On the Fannie Parnell, he 
went dragging and bluefishing out of New York and as far south as Norfolk, 
Virginia. He crewed on the Beatrice S., the Frances and Marion, and the Emilia 
R. On the Aerolite, he fell overboard by the Pollock Rip Lightship . The quick 
action of the captain and crew saved his life. 

On June 14, 1939, he married Marguerite Thomas. Their children are Sal, 
Junior who runs a company that outfits tuna boats in San Diego; Marguerite, 
who is married to Ronald Lopes and who has two children; and John, the owner-
captain of th e fishing vessel Gale, which is named for his wife. Sal was a quiet 
m an , who was devoted to his wife and family . His grandchildren were a special 
delight to him . 

He bought the Reneva in 1947 and he ran it until 1966. He then fished on 
variou s boats until 1975 . At that time, while out fishing, he suffered a heart 
attack and was no longer able to go to sea. He was, however, a frequent visitor 
at the boatyards and at the wharf where he kept in touch with all things con-
cerning the fleet. He also helped his son John with repairs and chores on his 
boat. From 1978 until 1982 he worked as a parking attendant for the town 
during the summer. 

Always interested in canaries, he spent even more time in his retirement col-
lecting, breeding, and raising these colorful birds. Sal also had the proverbial 
green thumb and his beautiful garden attested to his prowess in this area. His 
pleasures were simple, and his wants were few. He was a man grateful for the 
life he had lived. He had traveled, he had achieved, and he was happy . 

There are many similarities between these two men. Both were quite and re-
served; both were devoted family men; and both were experts at their craft. 
Their purpose in life was direct and uncomplicated. They had livings to make 
and families to raise. They worked hard, became the best at what they did, and 
were fulfilled . Their careers spanned years of change and they adjusted to these 
changes and learned from them. They have left memories and challenges to their 
families, to the fleet, and to the town. Not only were they gentlemen, they were 
gentle men. Those who knew them are better people for it. May their families 
take comfort in this, and may the rest of us emulate the traits that made them 
what they were. 

Betty V. Costa 
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Schedule of Events 
THURSDAY, JUNE 23rd 

Fishermen decorate town pier and town. 

2 :00.to 5:00p.m. Open House at the Provincetown Heritage Museum. 
Open to the public. 
The presentation of a plaque, for the best decorated boat 
from 1982's Blessing of the Fleet. 

6 : 30 p .m. Fishermen's Banquet at the Holiday Inn. 
Cocktails - Dinner - Dancing. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 24th 

9 :00 a.m. Decorating of fishing boats at MacMillan Wharf. 

9 : 30 to l 0 : 30 p .m. F ishing Contest - Child ren to age 9 . 
l 0 : 30 to ll : 30 p .m. Fishing Con test - Children to ages 9 - 14. 

8 :00p.m. 

Held at MacMillan Wharf, under the direction of th e 
Provincetown Athlet ic Department. 
Prizesawarded - All Children are Welcome. 

Old Home Week Dance 
Will be held at the Town Hall, Cocktails available. 
Music by Bob Taylor and the Moors Jazzmen. 
Opento the public - free to all people. 

3 



Courtesy of The Advocate 
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Courtesy of The Advocate 



Provincetown Seafood Corporations 
AND 

The Many Businesses 

Are gratefully thanked for their great donations 
for our 36th annual 

Blessing of the Fleet of 1983 

Onceagain the Blessing of the Fleet Committee Says 

THANKS!! 

Provincetown Seafood Market & Dairyland 
Cape Cod Trading 
Cape Tip Fish Co. 
Seafood Packers

And the Many Others that helped Support 
The Blessing of the Fleet. 
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Alwa 
Barbara Ann 
Barracuda 
Bay of Isles 
B-Trio 
Charlotte G. 
Dawn 
Deborah H. 
Divino Criador 
Divino Mar 
Esther M. 
Gale 
Jennifer & Aaron 
Jimmy Boy 
Joan & Tom 
Joe & Stephen 
Johnny 0. 
Josephine G. 
Kathryn Marie 

Boats 
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Liberty 
Liberty Belle 
Little Natalia 
Michael & Amy 
Michael Ann 
Miss Sandy
Patsea
Petrel 
Plymouth Belle 
Radar II 
Richard & Arnold 
Ruthy L. 
SarahLynn 
Shirley & Roland 
Silver Mink 
Suzy& Sandra 
Taurus 
Victory II 



Guarantors 
ShawmutBank of Cape Cod 
Seamen's Savings Bank 
Benson & Young Insurance Agency 
Land's End Marine Supply, Inc. 
Governor Bradford & Restaurant 
Quaker Fish Co., Inc . 
Gloucester Fish Co., Inc. 
Fair Fish Co., Inc .. 
Republic Seafood, Inc. 
Cape Cod OilCompany 
Boatslip Motor Inn and Restaurant 
Bay StateSpray & Provincetown Steamship Co. 

Provincetown Party Boat Association 
Presents 

- In Memory of Bobby Woods-
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Benefactors 
Provincetown Carpets - Ken Couto 
L & A Supermarkets 
Cabral's Market 
Marcey Oil Company, Inc. 
Holiday Inn 
Peaked Hill Restaurant 
Napi's Restaurant 
Meads Bros., Inc. 
The Gallery Restaurant 
Fresh Fish, Inc. 
Mooney Fuel & Grain Co., Inc. 
Independent Fish 
Robin Weiss Realty 
Galadriel's Mirror 
Joseph G. Taves, C.P.A., P.C. 
The Advocate 
Bryden & Sullivan Insurance 
The Penney Patch 
Red Inn 
Ralph J. Perry, Inc. 
Dairy Queen 
Taves Boatyard 
Moors Restaurant & Motel 
John's & Turner Candy 
Sal'sPlace 
SeaviewFillet Co., Inc. 
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Patrons 
Cape End Pharmacy 
Prudy's-Richard & Prudy Berrio 
Provincetown Liquor Market, Inc. 
B. H. Dyer & Co., Inc. 
John F. Cook, Accounting 
Pronto Restaurant 
E. W. Smith Co., Inc. 
The World of Watson's 
Head of the Meadow Service Station 
Bayberry Landscape & Garden Ctr. 
Acushnet Fish Corp. 
Watts Mobil Service Station 
Vorelli 's Restaurant 
Cabot's Candy 
Cicero Restaurant & Bakery 
David M. Colburn, Real Estate 
Pilgrim House 
Post Office Cafe & Cabaret 
J. & E. Produce, Inc. 
Surf Club 
Old Colony Tap. Inc. 
Pier Cargo L.T.D., Inc. 
Mojo's 
Thomas A. Kersten, D.D.S. 
Peter W. Milsky, D.D.S. 
The Mayflower Restaurant 

God's wz"ll 

Adams Pharmacy 
Spencer Real Estate 
Eastwood at Provincetown 
Patricia Shultz Associates 
Rod's Service Station 
Health Associates 
Capt. Kevin's Seafood 
Flyer's Boat Shop & Rentals 
The Town House 
Stormy Harbor Restaurant 
Provincetown Bookshop, Inc. 
Foc'sle Bar, Inc. 
King & Fahey Funeral Home 
Weathering Heights Restaurant 
Gene's Pastry Shop 
Joe & Son'sAppliance Service 
Best Western Chateau Motor Inn 
Anchor Inn 
Crown & Anchor Motor Inn 
Yardarm Liquors Inc. 
Kent Edwards Assoc. Real Estate 
Country Store & Perry's Liquors 
Bradford House & Motel 
Shamrock Motel & Cottages 
Provincetown Historical Association 

is the beacon that 
illuminatesthe 

hours of the day. 
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Sponsors 
Pilgrim Variety 
Arnold's, Inc. 
Tip for Tops'n Restaurant 
Tillie's Store
Dorothy's Gift Shop 
Thayers Flower Shop 
Lower Cape Bus & Taxi 
Drifting Sands Dune Tours, Inc. 
Radio Telephone Service Corp. 
Sonny's Chevron Station 
Betty Dickey's Diner 
Rice Realty Trust 
Craig Lumber Co. 
Shank Painter Printing Company 
Eastham Foundation Co. 
Provincetown Welding Works 
Cheese Market Deli 
Cape Tip Sporting Goods 
Mundo 
The Shoe Port, Inc. 
Waves Hairdressing 
Hargood Associates, Inc. 
Wind Surfing Unlimited, Inc. 
Ronald White, Master Electrician 
White Wind Inn 
The Donut Shop 
Head & Foot 
Codinha's Yogurt Shop 
Peter Tompkins, Hair Design 
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C.E. Beckman Company 
CapeFishermen's Supply, Inc. 
Levin Marine Supply, Inc. 
Brian Davis-Well Drilling 
Dutra's Market, Inc. 
D. N. Kelly & Son, Inc. 
Patrick's Gift Shop 
Willy's Market 
Provincetown Inn 
Bryant's Market 
Antique Inn 
Timbuktu Travel Agency 
Provincetown Portuguese Bakery 
As You Like It/PotPourri 
Galeforce Ranch Colony 
F. A. Days & Sons 
Desiree's 
Where's Bobby's Bike Shop 
OldeMeeting House 
Head of the Meadow Service Station 
Doc's Marine Service 
Roslyn Garfield Associates 
Lemas Health Foods 
The Cottage Restaurant 
The Terrace 
Ex urn a 
Simon 's Deli 
Body, Body 



The Committee wishes to thank 
all those who helped in any way 
towards the production of this 
book and the organizing of the 
Blessing of the Fleet. 
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