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Date of Construction 1888

Setting

Roll Negative(s)

Place

Organization Kise Straw & Kolodner

Date April 2004

Historic Name Engine House # 3 & 4

Source 1994 survey

Architect/Builder

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures

Major Alterations

additions (mid-20th cent.)

Date

(with dates)

Moved no yes
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Photograph
(3"x3" or 3-1/2"x5" black and white only) Label photo on
back with town and property address. Record film roll and 
negative numbers here on the form. Staple photo to left side of
form over this space.  Attach additional photos to continuation
sheets.

Assessor's Number         USGS Quad         Area(s)       Form Number

Sketch Map
Draw a map showing the building's location in relation to the
nearest cross streets and/or major natural features. Show all
buildings between inventoried building and nearest intersection 
or natural feature.  Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Circle and number the inventoried building.  Indicate 

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.

(neighborhood or village)

(month/year)

Condition Good

Form Status new update

Present Use Municipal - Fire house

Original Use Municipal - Fire house

Exterior Material clapboard

Foundation obscured

Wall/Trim wood

Roof Front gable

Style/Form Italianate

Recorded by Johnette Davies

Parcel No. (PID) 12-1-117-0

Building ID 1214

Building Area 2321.388

Mapbase # 12-1-117

Town Provincetown

Address 4 JOHNSON ST

Acreage 0.114
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

4 Johnson Street is a 2-story, 2-bay firehouse with 1-story, 1-bay garage additions on each side (north and south). The front-gable roof has partial 
returns.  A pent roof across all bays, with paired brackets below. The building is clad in clapboard, with wood shingles on 1st story and side facades. 
The main garage door is a pane and panel folding door with adjacent multi-pane and panel entry, both with simple surrounds.  Fenestration includes a 
2/2 wood DHS window at top of gable end.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

As per Josephine Del Deo (1977): Firehouse No. 4 and 6. This firehouse like all the others is in excellent condition and in total service for the Town. It 
not only serves as the Firehouse for the district, but stores a good deal of the equipment and trucks of the company. The Board of Fire Engineers 
meets in their offices on the second floor. This Firehouse is the central firehouse of all the districts, and its property now abuts the town's Heritage 
Museum property, making the entire complex a very important central piece of history for the community. It is worth emphasizing that every firehouse 
is preserved as it was originally built with no exceptions. The entire five firehouses representing six districts should be preserved and maintained as 
real and vital American history. The Provincetown Company is old, c. 1836, and its continuous service to the community is well documented. The full 
exhibit of the several companies memorabilia is located in the Provincetown Heritage Museum next door.

As per Tom Boland (1994): 4 Johnson St. is the latest of all of the 19th century firehouse to be built. It was, however, executed in a style similar to the 
other houses. The property on which it was located was vacant in 1880 and the structure was erected in 1888. It was called the "Steamer J.D. Hilliard" 
named after a former Chie of the Board of Engineers. The crew, as of 1890, was: Joseph W. Cook, Foreman; Charles P. Rodgers, Assistant; C. Austin 
Cook, Clerk; Samuel MacDonald, Engine Man; and William R. Gayland, Assistant Engine Man. The house continued in service until 1993, also 
becoming the location of the Provincetown Rescue Squad in the mid 20th century.
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Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register

Criteria Statement form.

Describe architectural feaures.  Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings in the community.

Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history.  Include uses of the building, and the role(s) the owners/occupants 
played within the community.
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