
large vessels in the business, one of which was the “Lydia and S 
phia”, built in Truro, on the Pamet river, and her timbers were cut 

from the land of the town. The town records of 1720 speak of 

Joshua Atwood’s lance “that he had made on purpose to kill fin- 
backs, ” describing the peculiarities and mark. Captains David 
Smith and Gamaliel Collins are recorded as the first whalemen from 
here who pursued the whale near the Falkland Islands. The Truro 

with an idea to benefit the harbor; but failing to secure aid from 
Congress, the undertaking was abandoned. 

The Government provided a light for Pamet Harbor in 1849, 
which was discontinued in 1855 ; and during the latter year rebuilt 
the Highland lights. The life saving station near these lights was  
erected in 1872. 

an extensive industry in its day. Among the first to to manufacture 
was Dr. Jason Ayres, who erected work 
North Truro, which were subsequently o 
Colonel Joshua Small owned a plant which 
the first in town. In 1837 Truro had 39 of these works. 

Good profit came from the weir fishing off the bay shore 
1881. Some wonderful catches were made.’ From one of these 
traps, on a morning in the season of 1887, 40 tons of pollock were 
taken, and on another lucky occasion the same weir furnished in 
one day 330 barrels of mackerel. 

Threat of the Sea 

Salt was manufactured along the bay side of Truro, and w 

The ocean side of Truro i s  probably the 
to  mariners that the Cape presents, and into 
many shipwrecks of home and and foreign vessels 
There was the wreck of the British man-of-war, 
The hulk occasionally is was unearthed by by the action of the waves upon 

timbers. The 480 men captured from this unfortunate vessel were 
marched through Truro on their way to Boston. The Somerset 
had previously lay at anchor half way between the Pond landing 
and Provincetown for nearly two years, and the residents had been 
distressed by the exactions of the men, so that when the vessel was 
east upon the shore, the opportunity for remuneration for past 
injuries was welcomed by the Truro people. General Otis said it 
was the occasion of riotous work at the wreck. The State took 
proper measures and the sheriff sold the effects, reserving the 
cannon. 

The records say: “On the night of that memorable day, Octo- 
ber 3, 57 of our brave seamen were swept from the shores of time, 
their remains sinking into one common watery grave.’’ There were 
young and middle-aged fishermen, mostly engaged at the time of 
the storm on the George’s bank. They  undertook to sail to the 
Highland, but were carried to the southeast upon the Nantucket 
’shoals. 

Sometime prior to 1850 a society of Odd Fellows erected a hall 
and this was purchased by the town for Town purposes. The poor- 
house was erected between 1840 and 1845 on the north side of 
Pamet river. 

the sands; and canes and other relics are made from ’the o 

other wind mills built. 
The town in 1754 gave permission to  Jonathan Paine to build 

‘the first wharf, on the shore of Indian neck, at the foot of the 
Thomas Paine lot. 


