
training and the implicit knowledge that if the town is to cook up for the group. Other times the dinner takes place 
be saved from a conflagration, only the townspeople can at a local restaurant. 
do the job. Some men speak Of the volunteer department as a sort 

Years ago, long before the current system in which references of “brotherhood” are not merely Or a figures fraternal of speech organization but are These ofien 
volunteers’ homes are equipped with one-way radio 

literally true, as young men join brothers, cousins, or 
receivers, each pumper would call the town’s central follow in their fathers’ footsteps by joining the ranks of a 
telephone switchboard to learn the location of the blaze. given house The men usually join the house closest to 

At the same time nearly everyone else in town began their homes or the one in which their fathers served. 
ringing the town operator to get the same information. As Silva. in 1941 at the age of 14, became the third 

Fire fighting in Provincetown is a family affair. Both 
of these photos were taken at Pumper 5, on the comer 
of Commercial and Anthony Streets. It was Pumper 4 
when the older photo was shot about 1948. Many of 
the same family names and some of the same faces 
appear in both pictures. 

Louis Silva, an active volunteer, Joe “Ducky” Perry 
and Phillip Alexander, both retired, are shown in both 
photos. Phillip is the great-uncle of the pumper’s 

John, appear side by side in the 1948 photo. Arthur 
Silva, father of Deputy Chief Clem Silva, is shown in 
the older photo. Clem appears in the contemporary 
picture. This picture also shows another father-son 
team, Dave and Paul Colburn. 

The town’s five pumpers were renamed and 
renumbered several times through the department’s 
history. A rundown of the names for the Pumper. 5 
begins in 1869 with “Ulysses 1,” converted in 1920 to 


