
Keith Donahue 35 of Prov- 
ncetown, obtained aerosol penta- 
madine from a New York clinic in 
March shortly after contracting 
pneumonia. Donahue said he and 
others are living in fear of recur- 
rence because the drug is unavail- 
able here. 

“Statistics show tha t  not 

he second time around." said 
John Ryan, 41. Donahie’s com- 
panion. 

Since spring, Donahue and 
Ryan, co-founders of Province- 
without success to have a commun- 

“There’s a lot of controversy 

ee of the Fenway Communlty 
Health Center in Boston sald. 
We've dispensed the treatment 
since January, when other faclll- 
ies were not admlnistering It. 
people are upset that It's not more 
readily available.” 

Outer Cape admlnlstrator 
Scott Penn blamed Medicald reim- 
bursement policies for the lack of 
availability. 

"We have no cholce but to 
work within the system. The m- 
tiny the a t e  and federal govern- 
ments put us on by virtue of our 

many people with AIDS survive 

town’s PWA Coalition. have tried 
ity-based facility make the treat- 
ment available. 

round this issue,” Heather Her- 

funding requires that 
we do everything legally,” he said. 

Clinic urged 

drugAIDS 

to provide 
experimental 

tween finding the best wat yo pre- serve the health of the institution 
health of the communi- 

on a case-by-case basis. 
''There Is a stipulation that pa- 

tients have to have prior approv- 
al," she said. "Once they get prior 
approval. we can be reimbursed 
for administering aerosol penta- 
madine. 

"We can't be reimbursed until 
patients are approved to receive 
the drug." Hersee added. "We 
have no reason to believe Medicaid 
procedures work any differently 
for anybody else.” 

Roth said the treatment has 
been promised "for the last six 
months. and it keeps on being two 
weeks, two weeks, two weeks, 

"We have two new cases of 
pneumocycstis pneumonia i n  
town," Roth said. "People with 
AIDS don't have tlme to wait.” 


