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After months of faithfully tak- 
ing protease inhibitors and other 
anti-HIV drugs, both made re- 
markable improvements to the 
point where they now feel well. 

Wetherell, who retired two 
years ago from the U.S. National 
Marine Fisheries Service as a 
navigation officer, said his health 
has made a remarkable rebound 
since he began taking indinavir, 
one of the three protease inhibi- 
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lose people like your grandparents, and you 
have a remarkable amount of time to grieve and 
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Russo, whose brother, sister and parents all 
live within an hour’s drive from here on the 
Outer Cape, said he regularly met his family 
with his pastor Reverend George Wells to pre- doing the same thine with ne 



Living on the edge of America ... with AIDS 

said Bill Clark, an intern- 
at the Unitarian-Univer- 
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Act Now, works as a cafe manager 
on the main strip of town. 

Desjardins started taking one of 
the three available protease inhibi- 
tors in combination drug therapy in 
September 1996. He started with re- 
tonavir, but stopped after a month 
because of the diarrhea side effects. 
He switched to indivanir, 10 days 

dins said with a slight smile. 
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be sold last spring. Fifty of those 
re on the protease inhibitors. 
with HIV/AIDS tend to Come here 

AIDS. 
“I’m seeing a lot less patients at the end 

stages of the disease. My patients are starting 
to live longer. I think I was losing a lot of pa- 
tients before we started using the inhibitors. 
Now, I’ve maybe lost one patient since we 
started using the multi-combination drug 
therapy,” Lightfoot said. 

“The big bugaboo is that these drugs can 

he said, as he worked on a lamp in his studio in 
the attic of the P-town’s post office. 

Canadian Sylvain Desjardins, 32, who was 
originally from Montreal, moved to P-town 
three years ago, but summered there for eight 
years before that. 

Desjardins, who has a permanent U.S. 
green card to work and receives his AIDS 
drugs free from an American program called 

Desjardins said. 
“I’m hopeful. I believe that medical tech- 

nology has made advancements and all the 
research is starting to swing towards really 
helping people with HIV and AIDS,” he said. 

The verdict is still out on the fate of these 
new wonder drugs. But today, for the men like 
Wetherell, Unel and Russo, they’re simply 
happy to be in P-town. 
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DEATH HAUNTS PROVINCETOWN 
Volunteers became family in fighting AIDS 

TRACEYA. REEVES. Aug 16,1992. 

PROVINCETOWN --- Bruce Shipman and his lover, Philip 
D'AduteuiI, knew very few people when they moved here six 
years ago, but they figured they'd make new friends in time. It 
never occurred to them that they would find their best friends 
among the volunteers at the Provincetown AIDS Support Group.' 
On July 22, 1987, D'Aduteuil and Shipman went to the Outer 
Cape Health Services clinic, in Truro, for an AIDS test. 
D'AduteuiI, usually energetic, had begun to feel tired for no 
apparent reason. His listlessness was compounded by bouts of 
diarrhea and sharp pains in his legs. The results three weeks 
later confirmed D'AduteuiI's suspicion. 

He was HIV positive. Shipman was negative. D'Aduteuil 
went to a Boston hospital where he received counseling and a 
prescription for AZT - a drug believed to slow the onset of AIDS 
and prolong the patient's life. Meanwhile, Shipman became a 
volunteer at Provincetown AIDS Support Group's headquarters. 
"I knew there would come a time when we would need them," 
said Shipman. "I wanted to do something in advance so they 
didn't think I was looking for something later that wasn't 
deserved." Both Shipman and D'Aduteuil knew what lay ahead. 
They knew that most people with AIDS died a slow and 
agonizing death, though they both hoped and prayed for a 
miracle cure: There was none. 
By early 1990, D'Aduteuil's virus had turned into full-blown AIDS. 
First, he developed shingles - an excruciatingly painful body rash 
- and pneumonia. Brain seizures followed. None of dozens of 
medications killed the pain in his head and throughout his body. 


