
Cape Codder 12/3/92 

AIDS Volunteers Speak of 
Unspeakable Rage, Sadness, 
Comfort and Indomitable Hope 

By Laura J. MacKay 
Bureau Chief 

Volunteers are the backbone of the Provincetown 
AIDS Support Group (PASG). 

About 80 of them tend to the daily needs of people 
with AIDS and M V  infection, doing laundry, driving to 
the hospital or just lending an understanding ear. 
They’re in the thick of the epidemic, helping people 
live, helping them die with dignity. 

So the PASG observed World AIDS Day Tuesday by 
honoring its volunteers at a gathering at Franco’s 
restaurant in Provincetown. Here’s what a few of those 
volunteers said when asked what it’s like to be in the 
trenches of the battle against AIDS, and why they do 
what they do: 

Gregg RUSSO, member of the PASG board of 
directors: 

“I felt so powerless over what was happening in the 
community and I wanted to do something You don’t 
know where to put your grief. You don’t know where to 
put your anger. I felt such rage over what was going on, 
and sadness. 

“The PASG is a focus for my response to all these 
things happening in my life. Because there are so few 
people left that I know from my crowd of friends that 
were here when I came to town. There’s only a handful 
of people. It’s so stunning. 

“One thing I keep in mind is I try not to get numb to 
it. And I try to remember this isn’t normal. We’re not 
living in normal times I think the numbness is just a 
natural body reaction to try to have some control over 
the horror that’s coming at us on a daily basis. 

“Five people died within the last two weeks. Five. 
Most of them under 40. We just don’t live in normal 
times. And I refuse to ever accept that this is normal. I 
just can’t accept it. 

“I feel like we’ve been in a war....The ranks are deci- 
mated and thinned. And it doesn’t seem to end. Have 
you ever noticed that every time another wave of death 
comes through, it digs deeper? It definitely comes in 
waves. You keep wondering how deep is the next wave 
going to cut. And when you think that it can’t cut any 
deeper, it’s like a whole new wave of people is taken 
away. They’re just swept away. 

“The good side is all the people who are living pro- 
ductive lives with HIV. It’s remarkable. That was some- 
thing that was previously unheard of. The quality of life 
is pretty good for a lot of people. Thank God there’s 
that. Because if there wasn’t that, there would be no 
hope.” 



S u p p o r t  Group ,  where  Mr. 
Brooks works. 

“He is a person with AIDS,” 

some dialogue around. I guess. 
what’s going on with each of the 
genders. [We wan t  for men to 

think we’ll all be better men for 
it.” 

“Sisters and Brothers” is at 8 
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