
Cape Care 
Service to the client’ is the number one 
concern of Provincetown’s AIDS Support Group 
)y Peter Erbland 

all our thinking and orientation goes to- 
Although Cape Cod can seem isolated ward service to the client,” explained Fo- 

from Boston and its state-of-the-art hospi- ley. 
people with AIDS do not feel the ef- These services include a “nonreimbur- 
of that isolation thanks to the work sable fund” for things not covered by 

f the Provincetown AIDS Support Medicaid, including acupuncture, massage, 
Group Chinese herbs, veterinarians’ bills, hob- 

The Support Group, founded in 1983, bies, and almost anything else. 
was formed after a local man was diag- “Someone who’s really into music we 
osed with a mysterious illness that had buy CDs for them. There’s a guy down 
just been officially named Acquired here with a fish tank and we pay for that.” 
imunodeficiency Syndrome. At a meeting said Foley, adding that clients receive a 
eld to discuss this new disease, Alice certain amount reimbursed each month. 
‘oley, the Provincetown Town Nurse, “We figure the money is raised for 
bumped into” Preston Babbitt. And out PWAs so we try to minimize the admin- 
f this. something very special grew. istrative skim off that. That’s why the 

‘We had a fundraiser because our major money we get from the state is so impor- 
problem was getting people up to Boston tant.” 
for the infectious disease units at the large In the intervening eight years, co- 
ospitals,” said co-founder Foley. “We founder Babbitt has died and that first case 
raised $480 and we thought we’d died and has grown to a client base of 76, the 
one to heaven.” majority live in Provincetown. This does 

Now, with a paid staff of two, a not include the additional clients from 
155,000 a Year budget, and a team of Boston who are spending the summer in 
volunteers the Support Group provides Provincetown, said advocate Irene Rabi- 
basic AIDS case management, services, nowitz. 
and referrals up and down the Cape. 

“We’re a total service organization and 

The AIDS candlelight vigil, May 19 in front of the Provincetown Town Hall. 
sponsored by the Provincetown AIDS Support Group. Photo: Cornelia Walsh 

first van, which has been retired had 
100,000 miles by the end of its 
year. 

‘Centerpiece’ of the services 
However, the centerpiece of the AIDS 

Support Group is still the daily shuttle 
from Provincetown to Boston. Each 
weekday, the van-driven by volunteers- 
takes clients the 115 miles from the tip of 
the Cape to New England Deaconess, 
Massachusetts General, and Brigham and 
Women’s Hospitals. 

“We’re on our second van,” noted Ra- 
binowitz, who said that they put 4000 to 
5000 miles on the van each month. The 
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For A Decade In Provincetown, 
AIDS Has Been ‘Our’ Disease 

By By Laura J. MacKay The board immediately agreed to the idea, and just as 
quickly approved a letter composed by chairman of 
selectmen Elizabeth Steele to President George Bush, the 
surgeon general, the secretary general of the United 
Nations, and others. 

Emphasizing that even a town as compassionate toward 

Bureau Chief 
Basketball superstar Magic Johnson’s announcement 

last Thursday that he had tested positive for HIV, the AIDS 
virus, jolted the country from coast to coast, and Cape Cod 

Consequently, the council’s phone inquiries tripled last Coalition. 

Couric show America how to put on a condom, then ago. 
TCC/DONAHUE 

I 

order to reduce stress on his body. 
Getting tested for the AIDS virus is easy in 

Massachusetts. Through the Anonymous Test Site (ATS) 
program, anyone can call 617-727-6971 for information 
about the nearest place in the state to obtain free, 
anonymous HIV testing and counseling. The ATS line is 
staffed Mondays from 4 to 6 pm, Tuesdays noon to 4 pm, 
Wednesdays 1 to 3 pm, Thursdays noon to 3 pm and 
Fridays 9 am to noon. 

Outer Cape Health in Provincetown is one designated 
ATS. While encouraging appointments, executive director 
Scott Penn says walk-ins are welcome on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. Tests are always preceded by counseling. 

Bill Furdin, a case manager at the Provincetown AIDS 
Support Group (PASG), says the PASG always encourages 
people to be tested anonymously, rather than by their 
doctors. Tests performed by a doctor become part of a 
person’s medical record, and a recorded HIV positive 
status can lead insurance companies to deny coverage, he 
warns. 

A Somber view From Provincetown To L.A. 
By Doug Bergen 

Seven per cent of the population of Provincetown has 
tested positive for the HIV virus that causes AIDS. 
Another 1.5 million infected Americans can be found as 

Commentary one heads west from this 
outpost in the Atlantic Ocean. 

But the infection of one individual from the Pacific 
Coast has drawn, it seems, more attention in one week 
than all the rest put together. 

Magic Johnson announced last week that he is HIV 
positive. The Los Angeles Lakers phenomenon now 
must live with the possibility that he will die from 
AIDS. 

In places like Provincetown, where AIDS is a 
neighbor, any kind of increased awareness is welcome. 
But at the same time they’ve heard this song before. A 
celebrity contracts the virus and the nation becomes 
deeply concerned about the spread of the disease for 
what...a month...a week...a few days,..a few sound 
bytes? 

Maybe it will be different with Magic, who has 
promised now to devote his life to preaching the gospel 
of safe sex. 

Amid a dismal downpour on Veterans Day in 
Provincetown, a few veterans of a different war talked 
about believing and not believing in Magic. 

“I was very proud of him to talk about it publicly at 
that stage,” said Irene Rabinowitz, Provincetown 
selectman and leader of the Provincetown AIDS 
Support Group. “I think it’s a fantastic opportunity.” 

But at the same time she offered, “i think it’s really 
sad that millions in the world are being ignored, while 
celebrities receive all this outpouring of love and 
affection. (Continued on Page 13) 

“I hope the attention doesn’t go off the people in the 
inner cities and the babies*” 

Selectman Rabinowitz was at an AIDS support 
conference in Rhode Island when Magic Johnson made 
his announcement and she said the consensus was that 
he had done “a wonderful brave thing.” But with the 
tempering influence Of experience, she added, “we 
hope it doesn’t go away.” 

Alice Foley, Provincetown’s public health director 
and a founder of the Provincetown AIDS Support 
Group, also supports Magic Johnson’s promised 
mission while maintaining a skepticism about it. 

“My own personal opinion is that it won’t have an 
impact until a nice lily white businessman gets it,” she 
said. “And I say ‘man,’ because a woman could never 
create the same reaction.” 

Miss Foley pointed to Magic Johnson’s appearance 
on the Arsenio Hall Show and noted his statement to the 
host that, “I’m no homosexual. You know that, man.” 
The statement was received with a round of applause. 

“Listening to that remark,” said Miss Foley, who 
deals with a largely gay population, “I asked, ‘What 
does that mean?”’ 

Does it mean to the clapping audience that Magic 
Johnson would be less of a person if he were 
homosexual? Does it mean that stopping the spread of 
the disease would take on greater importance if it killed 
more rich white businessmen? 

Elise Bowen, a member of the Provincetown 
grassroots group ACT UP, feels no such ambivalence 
about Magic Johnson. To her, there’s nothing 
ambivalent about AIDS. 

“Prior to Magic Johnson’s announcement, the 

Just what does the test do? 
As Mr Furdin explains, an HIV test detects not the 

AIDS virus itself, but the presence of specific antibodies 
produced by the immune system as it attempts to fend off 
the virus. It is important to understand that the antibodies 
don’t show up until about six months after the AIDS virus 
invades the body. People often take the test twice, six 
months apart, avoiding any potential contact with the virus 

and any possibility of spreading it during those six 
months. 

When a person is HIV positive, the AIDS virus has 
begun to attach itself to the white blood cells (called the 
4 cells) that run the entire immune system. It proceeds to 
break down the immune system, making the body 
dangerously vulnerable to all kinds of common infections 
that people can ordinarily fend off. In AIDS-afflicted 
children, chicken pox is a constant threat, Mr Furdin says. 
In adults with AIDS, pneumonia is a killer. When one of 

(Continued) on Page 


