
The P i c t u r e  an the c o v e r  i s  the t r a p b o a t  
“ C h a r l o t t e ”  which w a s  restored by the 
Cape Cod R e g i o n a l  T e c h n i c a l  H i g h  School  

s t u d e n t s .  ( s o m e  o f  them i n  p h o t o  above )  

Between 1870-1920 trapboat f i s h i n g  was a 
major par t  o f  the f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  on 
the Cape, a c c o u n t i n g  for 25% of 
the fresh f i s h  available on the North- 
eastern seaboard. This t y p e  o f  f i s h i n g  
re l ied  on wiers ,  poles a n d  n e t s  s e t  
into the waters of Cape Cod Bay t o  lit- 
e r a l l y  t r ap  s c h o o l s  of f i sh  ( the m o s t  
common being w h i t i n g ,  macke ra l ,  &  tuna  ); 
however,  due t o  the genera l  d e p l e t i o n  of 
f i s h  i n  the Bay the era of trapping came 
t o  a n  end i n  1975. In that  y e a r ,  Louis 
C o r d e i r o  p u l l e d  his  t r a  s for the l a s t  

I n  may of  1977,  n i n e  men s t r u g g l e d  in 
37 degree t e m p e r a t u r e  and 55 m i l e  a n  
h o u r  winds t o  r a i se  a 14 t a n  t r a p b o a t  
b u i l t  i n  1918 named the “ C h a r l o t t e .  ” 
The boat had been abandoned on a beach 
i n  the West End of Provincetown i n  1968, 
When she was at l a s t  f reed from the m u d  
a n d  resurrected, the hard oak k e e l  was 
found  t o  be i n  a l m o s t  perfect c o n d i t i o n .  
Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1979, the r e s t o r e d  
“ C h a r l o t t e ”  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  the 
Province town Heritage Museum i n  a dedi- 
c a t i o n  ceremony which took place on 
June 23rd. (see p h o t o g r a p h s )  The p r o -  
j ec t  w a s  s p o n s o r e d  by the Provincetown 
H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

( c o v e r  pho to  by C y r i l  P a t r i c k ,  Jr . )  

t i m e ,  (See  photographs p 

1979 


